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Lesson Calendar 


1, July 7.—Beginn the Christian 

— Seema shade John 1: 35-51; Acts 16: 13-34 
2. July 14.—Reading God’s Word.Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11 
3. July 21.—Praying to God..Luke 11 : 1-13; Psa. 145 : 18, 19 
4 July 2.—Obeying God 

Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; Jas, 1 : 22-27 

s. August 4.—Growing Stronger..Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8 
6. August 11.—Helping Others...Luke 10: 25-37; Gal. 6 : 1-10 
7: August 18.—Working in the 

Church........: r SiS cor 2 41-47; 4: 2-35; 6: 2-4 
8. August 25.—-Speaking for rist i 
" ie - Luke 12: 8-12;, Acts 1: 1-8 


“tke. ft September 1.—Christian Giving....Luke 6: 30-38; 21: 1-4 


10. September 8.—Conquering Evil 
1 Kings 21 1-29; Eph. 5: 6-a1 

a..September 15.—Winning the World to Christ 
by Matt. 5 : 13-16; 28: 18-20; Acts 16: 6-15; Neh. 1: 1-11 
az. September 22,—-Fruits of the Christian 

DU Scnigls acho ihn ke «vGes os chat eeoecd Matt. 25 : 14-30; § : I-12 
33. September 29.—Review: What it Means to Be a 

RPUANM ccccdg anne veveKacvsosséqnccecpoeined 1 John 3: 1-% 


; we 
We See Jesus 


“ But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the. 

angels for the ering of death, crowned with glory 

and honor; he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man.”—Hebrews 2: 9 


By Joseph A. Richards : 
E, who as Hebrews came across 
The world to God, as Abram did, 
We, who esteem its gain as loss, 
We, who in Jesus’ wounds have hid, 
We, happy we, see Jesus. 


We see the way, the truth, the life, 
We see the dark by-paths of death, 
We see God’s weapons for faith’s strife, 
We see afar, above, beneath, 
We, happy we, see Jesus. 


Jesus, unclean with sins of ours, 
Jesus alive and going home ; 
Jesus new-crowned with glory’s dowers, 
Jesus who says, I quickly come, 
We, raptured we, see Jesus. 








Without Premium or Discount 


It is fortunate that God, not mani, decides the true 
value of men. Of two coins, originally minted to 
represent the same value, one may be worth tenfold 
er a hundredfoid more than the other—to the col- 
kector of rare coins. But, as an experienced Chris- 
tian worker.in one.of the United States mints has 
pointed out, “Uncle Sam,” or the United States 
Government, puts no premium on any coin. All that 
the Government pays attention to is,the actual value 
ef the metal that is in that coin, whether gold, or 
silver, or other metal. This writer calls attention to 
the fact that, similarly, God puts no premium on any 
soul. There is a tendency among men to man-wor- 
ship, magnifying one man above another, as the coin 


collector does with certain coins. But God is no 
respecter of persons; in his sight no one is any better 
than another because of one’s own history or favor- 
able experience. What God looks for in each person 
is to see whether Christ is there, received by faith as 
Saviour. If Christ is there, then pure gold is there, 
which, because Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever, is never at a premium and never at a 


discount. 
Kr 
Two Voices 


When Wisdom is about to speak, it is folly for 
Ignorance to interrupt. When God is about to speak, 
it is folly for man to interrupt. Does not Peter seem 
to have done that as he stood on the Holy Mount and 

oposed to Jesus that the little party at the Trans- 
ration,should camp u the spot? The account 
in the Gospels intimates that God was about to speak 
out of the overshadowing Shekinah cloud, and had 
to wait until Peter got out of breath. Let us make 
sure that we are not in the same condemnation. In 
our fear, or ignorance, or audacity, or pride of intel- 
t, do we not sometimes interrupt God as he is 
about to speak some wondrous word into our ears out, 
of the present test, or temptation, or discipline, or 
experience? Oh, the contrast in those two voices on 
the top of Hermon! 


‘ Pt 


Under the Library Lamp 


‘Men who live with God can tell others about 
God. Such men know, too, whether the writings of 
men about God ring true or false. There is a Scotch 
pastor and preacher who has. been living with God 
these many years. Something over twenty-six years 
ago he became the colleague of, and then successor 
to, the saintly Dr. Andrew. Bonar,.of Finnieston 
Church, Glasgow, Scotland. ‘Two years later he mar- 
tied.a daughter of Dr. Bonar, and now for quarter 
of a century he has ministered to the large congre- 
gation of that historic church, having recently added 
to his labors. there the Principalship of the Bible 
Training Institute of Glasgow. More will be told 
the readers of The Sunday School Times, later on, 
about this man of God, the Rev. David M. M’Intyre; 
for the. present they will rejoice to know that he 
commences a new department in The Sunday School 


Times, with next week’s issue, entitled “Under the 
Library Lamp with Britain’s Choicest Books.” — Mr. 
M’Intyre’s own books, such as “The Hidden Life of 
Prayer,” and “Life in His Name,” have well ‘been 
said to “launch upon the deeps where mercy is at 
grips with sin.” In his new department in The Sun- 
day School Times he will give an intimate glimpse, 
every few weeks, of the most notable of the new 
British books in religious fields. His first “Library 
Lamp Chat” will take up Dr. Alexander Whyte’s 
notable volume on “The Spiritual Life: The Teaching 
of Thomas Goodwin.” at Mr. M’Intyre’s remi- 
niscent reviews of unusual volumes will have a charm 
and a power all their own will gree be discovered 
by The Sunday School Times family, as they read 
this man who has “kindled a lamp in many a wistful, 
groping heart which the winds of death shal! not 
avail to quench.” 
a 


Developing Negatives 

It is not pleasant to have everything exactly the 
opposite of what we would choose. But this may be 
the best fortune that could come to us. A. photog- 
rapher cannot produce a good picture until he has a 
good negative——and in negatives all the “values” 
are exactly reversed. Negatives are as important in 
the Christian life as in photography. A Christian 
woman, writing to a friend, brings this truth out 
with wonderful clearness: “A word in your letter— 
‘Sacrifices . . . that_produce only negatives’—made 
me think how the great, great Artist takes a perfect 
picture of something—some bit of love sacrifice to 
him, that is dear to his heart. But he doesn’t want 
any one to see it, so he hides it away in his ‘dark 
room, a seemingly useless ‘negative,’ unattractive, 
hidden; but there with only the crimson light of 
Calvary—the light shining through his very life- 
b 1e develops it, me a perhaps to all but 
himself, into"® picture of priceless beauty. But while 
we are in the dark room he is there, too, and: the 
thrill of his presence just makes our hearts glow— 
Oh, it is sweeter to be with him in the dark than 
alone in the light! And it is the ‘negatives’ that a 
true photographer prizes more than anything else, 
for they are capable of being ‘developed’ to an al- 
most infinite extent.” Are we praising God for even 
his method in making the picture that he is at 
work on? 


The Authority of the New Testament 


collecting of the separate books of the New Testa- 

ment into one volume. Each book had its own 
independent authority by reason of its prophetic or 
apostolic source, and then gradually came the col- 
lecting into one volume. Dr. Fairbairn, in his vol- 
ume, “The Person of Christ” (pp. 500-508), gives a 
clear Statement on this point, and the substance of 
what he says is here reproduced. 

The authority of the volume belongs primarily to 
each separate book, because it is regarded as a record 
of a Divine revelation. The quality which determines 
its acceptance is its possession of Divine revelation. 
Canonicity, therefore, does not raise a book to the-po- 
sition of Scripture, but recognizes that it is already 
Scripture. Canonization is a decision-based on testi- 
mony, and the canonizing process is the recognition of 
an already existing fact. The revelation did not come 
to exist because of the canonicity, but the canonicity 
came because of the already existing revelation and 
its already recognized authority. As Fairbairn points 
out, canonization; or the collection into a volume, is 
like codification, which clearly. implies the existence 
of separate laws. The New Testament books of the 
Bible would have had separate Divine authority even 


|: IS important to recognize what is implied in the 





How many readers of the Bible, sincere Christian people 
though they may be, have an intelligent understanding of the 
authority of Scripture? In order to help in this, a series of 
editorials is being published, of which this is the second. The 
first one appeared in the issue of February 9, when the continu- 
ing of the series was unexpectedly delayed. It is now resumed, 
and the remaining three articles will in consecutive or 
early issues. Next week's editorial discuss the question, 

Va. .cunt by the Bible's ‘Inspiration’ ?” 


if they had never been collected into one volume, al- 
though, of course, the process of collection implies 
accumulative authority and adds immensely to the 
strength of the position as the witness of the whole 
Church. But it is vital to remember that the 
authority of each separate book was in it from the 
first; and this gives point to the statement that “the 
Bible is not an authorized collection of books, but a 
collection of authorized books.” 

There is also a good deal of misconception in 
many references to-day to the three groups of books 
which make up our Old Testament. It is sometimes 
said that as the books were accepted at different 
times they were regarded as possessing different de- 
grees of weight, the Law being the highest, the next 
the Prophets, possessing “secondary authority,” and 
the third regarded as of less authority than that of 
the other two.‘ But there is no proof of this dis- 
tinction in history. 

It is, of course, perfectly true that the three groups 
were not all settled at the same time, for obviously 
they could not be, because of the dates of composi- 
tion; but, as Green, in his Introduction to the “Canon 
of the Old Testament,” points out, the. threefold 
division rests “not upon the nature of the contents 
of the several books, but upon the personalities of the 
writers” (p. 80). The distinction between them does 
not lie in any difference of inspiration or of author- 
ity, as though the first were the highest, the second 
lower, and the third lowest of all, for, as Green goes 
on to say, “the real ground of the division is the 
official status of the writers.” Moses as the legis- 
lator naturally comes first, because of his unique 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“Thou therefore, my child, be strengthened 
im the grace that is in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim. 2 : 1) 





position as the founder of the Old Testament Dis- 
pensation. Then the prophets follow as the mes- 
sengers of God to the people. Last of all comes the 
third division with the writings of men who, though 
not technically and officially prophets, were pro- 
phetic men in the sense of possessing a Divine in- 
spiration. No one could seriously question this in 
regard to a man like David and his authorship of the 
Psalms; so that, as Green remarks, “the principle on 
which the classification is made is clear and 6B¥ious, 
and was due not to the nature of the contents, but 
to the official sition of the writers” (Green, 
“Canon,” pp. 80-83). 

There is no proof of any essential difference be- 
tween -the authority of the third and the other two 
groups of the Old Testament. It is true that modern 
criticism endeavors to weaken the force of a good 
deal of testimony to the third division, but it is not 
successful (Green, p. 112). In any case it is clear 
that the authority of the sartiodar books is not 
affected in the slightest degree by the facts con- 
nected with their bein sstoeres together, for, as 
already pointed out, a book inspired of God is just 
as divinely authoritative by itself- as it is when col- 
lected with other similar books, while a book not 
inspired of God has no authority over our faith 
whether it is associated with other books or stands 
alone. If further testimony were needed to this 
point, it may easily be seen in the plain and obvious 
statement of our Lord in using the term “law” of 
the Psalms (John 10: 34), that is, of a book in the 
third division of the Old Testament Canon. 

The fact that the ground of Divine authority 
(whether in a book or in a volume) rests in the fact 
of a Divine revelation is so important that the mat- 
ter must be looked at again in the light of the col- 
lection of the books. It is sometimes urged that we 
attach a Divine authority to the books of the Bible 
because of our belief in their being divinely inspired, 
and that we are confirmed in this view because our 
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own consciousness and reason assent to this claim 
of the books to inspiration—and that this is a claim 
which has been substantiated by the experience of 
centuries. This is, of course, all true in itself ;.but 
if it should be regarded as the ground of our accept- 
ance of the Scriptures. as God’s Word, it is wholly 
insufficient, uncertain, and subjective. For there are 
books in’ the Bible which make no claim to inspira- 
tion for themselves; and any purely internal convic- 
tions in this connection are apt to play into the hands 
of those who are prepared to question, if not to deny, 
all Divine inspiration. 

As an illustration of this perilous tendency to make 
our own opinions the judge, a modern scholar has 
written thus: “It is not too much to say that no 
one’s ‘inward witness’ tells him that Ecclesiastes and 
Esther are fully inspired of God, while Ecclesiasticus 
and the Wisdom of Solomon are only human writ- 
ings.” This clearly shows the impossibility of de- 
ciding by personal preferences. He goes-on to say 
that any one who holds this view must base it on a 
belief that the Jewish synagogues and rabbis had 
“direct Divine inspiration,” an assertion which is 
neither true nor believed at all. He also adds that 
the only ground for assigning Divine authority to 
Second Peter is the “endorsement of that book by a 
Council in the fourth century,” though there is no 
historical warrant for this statement. 

All this clearly shows that it is essential to find 
some outward and objective ground for our belief 
in the authoritativeness of books; and that, to re- 
peat the distinction once more, we must keep two 
things strictly apart: the ground of authority, and 
the conviction that such and such a book (or volume) 
possesses authority. There are three distinct though 
connected ideas—authority, recognition, and obedi- 
ense; and it must never be forgotten that the second 
and the third are not the basis of the first, but the 
first is the basis of the second and the third. It is 
because a book (or volume) possesses authority that 
it is recognized and obeyed. 

And so there is an absolute necessity for the dis- 
tinction drawn between the basis of authority (in the 
possession of a Divine revelation), and the evidence 
for that belief. This evidence proceeds along vari- 
ous lines, individual and corporate, personal, histori- 
cal, experimental, and- ecclesiastical, and, of course, 
confirms our convictions; but our convictions them- 
selves that a book (and therefore the entire volume) 
is authoritative are created by the belief that the 
writing comes from God ‘and possesses Divine 
authority. 





What is a Cartoon? 


I want to ask you why you call your pen-pictures on 
the Sunday-school lessons “cartoons.” There is a tinge 
of levity, mimicry, sarcasm, make-believe, humor if 
you will, etc., in the word “cartoon.” Not a single one 
of these is in the illustrations you give in The Sun- 


day School Times. 


Texas Friend. 


Why call them “cartoons”?—A 


The Century Dictionary defines “cartoon” as “a 


picture, either a caricature or a symbolical composi- 
tion, designed to advocate or attack some political 
or other idea of present interest or some prominent 
person.” 

The Lesson Cartoons in The Sunday School Times 
are pictures, often symbolical compositions, some- 
times caricatures, designed either to advocate or to 
attack religious ideas of prominent interest. Fre- 
quently they set forth a heart truth of the Word of 
God with compelling vividness by a representation of 
some incident in everyday life. Or again, they ex- 
pose with relentless accuracy the positions of false 
religious teachers in present-day life who would lead 
men away from the Gospel and the Word of God and 
the Way of Life. 

The Sunday School Times believes that Mr. Pace, 
the gifted and consecrated cartoonist whose work in 
these columns is now followed with enthusiastic ad- 
miration by thousands of Christian people the world 
over, has been wonderfully led of God in this min- 
istry. His work is “cartoon” work in the true sense. 
It punctures falsehood; it reveals truth; it does this 
sometimes by satire, sometimes by caricature, some- 
times by beauty of suggestion in a pictured scene. 
And the letters that come to The Sunday School 
Times from readers everywhere expressing their en- 
thusiasm and admiration and gratitude for this 
picture work are a welcome evidence of its value. 


God prepared Mr. Pace for this work in the same. 


thoroughgoing way that He often uses to prepare 
his servants for special ministry. Years ago Mr. 
Pace was a newspaper cartoonist in Chicago. Though 
a nominal Christian then, he was led out into the real 
surrender of his life to Christ, and appropriation of 
Christ as his life, through the life and testimony of 
a humble and illiterate Christian. Later he went to 
the Philippines as a missionary. In the foreign mis- 





sion field he had a further experience of the suffi- 
ciency of Christ to fill one’s life and meet one’s every 
need. Returning to this country a few years ago, on 
account of ill health, he took up special studies at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and then went at 
the request of Dr. James M. Gray to share in the far- 
reaching ministry of the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago. Mr. Pace will be grateful to readers of The 
Sunday School Times if t' y will keep his work very 
specially in their prayers, and ask Ged to give him 
just the vision that he needs of the truths to be 
brought out, week by week, for the Bible study of 
The Sunday School Times family. 


Xx 
**Settled at Last” 


Satire sometimes has a real mission in exposing 
error and driving the truth home. One of the best 
illustrations of this that The Sunday School Times 
has seen in a good while appeared in the “Open Let- 
ter” department of a recent issue of that bright secu- 
lar contemporary Every Week. It is reprinted here— 
that no further comment is needed even “K. G. L.” 
may agree. 

“SETTLED AT LAST” 
“Dear Sir: 

“As a rule you print some pretty good stuff: but 
how could you have allowed those ‘Experiences That 
Can Not Be Explained’ to get by you? The writers 
speak of them as ‘supernatural.’ There is no super- 
natural, Everything in the universe is natural. Can 
we discover that God has been influenced, either way, 
by the billions of prayers that have been sent up to 
Him by all concerned in this great war? Why delude 
your readers with talk of God and the supernatural ?— 
K. G. L., Pennsylvania.” 


To which the Editor of Every Week replies: 


“Of course, folks have been puzzling over these 
matters for centuries, K. G. L. And even such 
scientific gentlemen as Sir Oliver Lodge and John 
Fiske, and such more or less eminent gentlemen as 

ladstone and Lincoln, have been misled with the 
idea that there isa God. We are glad to have this 
direct: authoritative letter from you, settling the mat- 
ter once for all.” 


JUNE 22, 1918 | 


A_New Stage in the Improved 





Uniform Lessons 








speaking world were given an opportunity for 

a great advance in Bible study. | 7 
The Improved Uniform Lessons issued by the In- 
ternational Lesson Committee, which began with 
1918, are the strongest in their plan and possibilities 

ever issued by a Lesson Committee. . : 
Every syllable of the Gospel of Mark was cov- 
ered during the first six months of this year; many 


[vee January the Sunday-schools of the English- 


_a class has had a memorable time in mastering this 


inspired record of the life of our Lord. 
Now a new stage and a new feature in the Uniform 
Lessons is reached; Vital “Studies in the Christian 


Life” make up a three months’ course, for the Third - 


Quarter of this year. 

The Sunday School Times is convinced that this 
topical course offers, in many ways, one of the most 
remarkable opportunities ever given to the Sunday- 
school world. And it is but the first of such topical 
courses to follow; for example, a six months’ course 
in 1919 (April to oe) is given up to “Great 
Teachings of the Bible,” on such subjects as God 
our Heavenly Father, Christ our Saviour, the Holy 
Spirit our Helper, Sin and Its Consequences, the 
Grace‘of God, Faith, Love, and other great central 
themes. 

Here is the International Lesson Committee’s own 
statement about the present series Of topical studies 
thus introduced into the Uniform Lesson Course: 


The aim is to induce the pupils to range through 
the entire Bible, and become acquainted with all 
the leading passages relating to each theme intro- 
duced, thus growing familiar with all parts of the 
Bible, and discovering the unity of the Book. To 
this end it is sought to select for each subject 
passages that comprehend a great variety of truths, 
avoiding duplications of thought except as these 
are involved in famous passages that should be 
known by all.. Many of these are included in the 
sections of “Additional Material for Teachers” and 
“Additional Material,” and the pupils will be in- 
terested in searching for still further Bible light 
on each topic. It is hoped that the lesson will be 
understood as including, for the older classes, all 
of the “Additional Material.”. For the benefit of 
the younger classes story material on each subject 
is pointed out, -with different topics and with 
memory verses. The general titles, which unify 
the series, are comprehensive, and may be used in 
all teachers’ helps. The primary topics are more 
picturesque and the topics for the older classes are 
analytical. 


The unusually rich character of the lessons from 
July to September, 1918, will be seen from the fol- 
lowing “Summary of the Course”: 


Summary of the Course 
. Beginning the Christian Life. 
. Reading God’s Word. 
Praying to God. 
Obeying God. 
Growing Stronger. 
Helping Others. 
. Working in the Church. 
. Speaking for Christ. 
.. Christian Giving. 
10. Conquering Evil. 
11. Winning the World to Christ. 
12. Fruits of the Christian Life. 
13. Review: What it means to be a Christian. 


On pages 354 to 357 in this‘issue of The Sunday 
School Times the first of these “Studies in the Chris- 
tian Life” is opened up for classes of all ages, show- 
ing the richness of such a lesson. The second lesson 
of the new series, to be taken up in next week’s issue 
of The Sunday School Times, is one of the most re- 
markable lessons on Bible study ever brought to- 
gether for Sunday-school use,—many will be amazed 
at the richness of what God’s Word has to say, 
about God’s Word, as they take up the Scripture 
material given by the Lesson Committee for that week. 

Those who would have a clear view of the plan 
and advantages of the Improved Uniform Lessons, 
set forth by a member of the International Lesson 
Committee, should ask The Sunday School Times 
Company for its pamphlet (sent free of charge), 
“What Are the 1918 Improved Uniform Lessons?” 

Another pamphlet, giving the Lesson Committee’s 
full official list of all the lessons for 1918, with their 
statement of the plan and purpose of the course, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany at 30 cents a dozen copies, $2 a hundred, or 3 
cents each, postpaid. 

Do not let vacation absences deprive your class or 
schoot of the golden opportunity ahead, this summer, 
for getting these heart messages from the Word of 
God about the Christian life. Those who may be 
away can readily do “Bible Correspondence Course” 
work on these lessons, with their teachers, by mail, 
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if the teacher will suggest a simple plan for this to 


the class. 
































































LESSON FOR’ JULY 7 (John « : 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34) 


Mrs. Norton’s Diary tells of the light that 
almost failed, and the Light that dida’t 





When the Grenade Put Out the Corporal’s Eye 





fHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES © 





By Edith Fox Norton 
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“ Sailing!’ and German submarines on both sides of the Atlantic! It is too late 
to ask The Sunday School Times readers to pray for Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, 
of The British and Allied Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign, who sent that one-word 
cablegram shortly before this issue closed: They are coming to America for the 
Summer Bible Conferences. The good hand of God has been most wonderfully 
upon their recent work, both in the spiritual blessing of the Belgian soldiers, and 
in the encouragement they have received from the Belgian Government. Gifts for 
their soul-winning work may be sent to C. G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
School Times and Treasurer of their Campaign Fund. 


Ti very first little Belgian village to be de- 
stroyed by the invading host of Germans was 
Visé near to Liége. It was ruthlessly burnt and 


illaged, and when the soldiery had retired nothing 
but a smoking mass of ruins remained. Many inno- 
cent villagers were shot, but a few escaped; among 
these latter was a family by the name of Franssen, 
the father of which was the village postmaster. 
Earlier, the only son of the family, a student of 
chemistry at Liége near by, had been hastily called 
up for military service and was already with the 
Belgian Army retreating before the onrush of the 
enemy. The Franssen family, father, mother, and 
three sisters, hid for days in a damp cellar, covered 
with bits of sacking, while the house was being 
searched, and at last by night were able to make 
their escape; and by way of Holland finally reached 


. Snepeee. where they took up residence as refugees 
at 


lackpool, the father eventually being given em- 
ployment in the local post-office. 
orporal Franssen continued with the army and 

at last came to London on a congé. In front of the 
Charing Cross Station he was confronted by a figure 
familiar to the Belgian soldiers coming and goin 
from this station. An American servant of God, 
with both overcoat kets bulging with Gospels, 
reached out a friendly hand towards him. In that 
hand was a Gospel. “Acceptez ca, s'il vous plait.” 
How many thousands of times has this little phrase 
been uttered. Corporal Franssen took the —— 
with a murmured word of thanks. Later, at L 
Panne, on the occasion of our visit to the Front in 
1916, we saw much of this splendid boy. He was 
“on rest” there, and togethér with René, his faithful 
henchman, each night came to our little hotel room 
for counsel, Bible study, and prayer. He it was, 
this quiet, studious boy, who said to us, “I would 
rather go to jail for a week than to miss one of these 
nights.”-- But after leaving La Panne we heard noth- 
ing more of him. ‘ We believed in his sincerity, but 
feared he was one_of the timorous ones’ who hides 
his light under. a bushel. We did not count him 
among our workers, although never forgetting to 
pray for him. But what beautiful-surprises God is 
ever giving to his children. I love to think how many 
of these glorious surprises Heaven holds in store 
for us. 4 

It was a year after we left La Panne that word 
came to us from René that a dreadful accident had 
befallen his beloved corporal. He had become in 
the meantime a sergeant, and having been-induced to 
leave the Front for a time, was in France undergo- 
ing some special instruction with the intention of 
receiving a commission. He has since told us of 
the event of that awful morning. In an*itiprovised 
trench near a military base in France, he was prac- 
tising throwing hand grenades. With his arm drawn 
back, in his hand a grenade, he counted, knowing 
the grenade was tamed to go off in twenty-five sec- 
onds. One, two, three, four, five, he counted, and 
as he counted his head was turned, his eyes resting 
upon the gremade, which he held. Scarcely was the 
word “five” voiced in his consciousness when sud- 
denly there was a blinding crash, and blind and 
fainting he staggered forward. He was picked up 
from the bottom of the trench and hurried away to 
a hospital. Afterward he learned that seven other 
men were wounded by the explosion of his grenade, 
and nine others also wounded by the explosion of an- 
other grenade in the hand of the comrade next to 
him, whose fuse also exploded too soon, for it was 
afterwards discovered that the grenades were of 
faulty construction, and this tragedy was the result. 

What happened I shall leave this dear boy to re- 
late in his own words, for I am hastening on to the 
joyful surprise which greeted us upon our arrival 
in Paris a few days ago. At Port Villez, where we 
knew our friend Sergeant Franssen had spent some 
time, we made inquiries for him. He had left there 
we were told, and was at Paris pursuing his studies 
in chemistry. ‘Upon our arrival in Paris we at once 
sent him a card requesting him to come and see us. 
When he arrived we were hardly prepared for the 
change in his appearance. One eye was completely 
destroyed—a glass eye taking its place. The rest 


of his face was quite as we remembered it, but 
thinner, and an undefinable change of manner, a 
tinge of sadness, showed us the trial had been 
epoch-making for him. Throughout our stay here 
he has been with us often, and oh, what joy his testi- 
mony has brought our very souls. 

As near as I can recall his exact words I shall pass 
them on. “Dear Mr. Norton,” he began, “yours was 
not the first Gospel I received in my life, for in 1910, 
when I was visiting the Exhibition in Brussels, some 
one handed me such a little Gospel as I entered the 

reat hall. I remember reading it all through on my 
ong journey home that night.” (As he told us this 
our thoughts flew back to that brave witness for the 
Truth, the colporteur, standing amid the throng of 
Panswe-setiare, holding out to them the Word of 

ife. Oh, these brave, fearless, humble witnesses! 
The world hears and knows nothing of them, but 
heaven will feveal the greatness of their service. 
They may indeed be of the number who, counted least 
down here, will be greatest there.) 

Before Sergeant. Franssen proceeds with his narra- 
tive, the mention of the faithful colporteur brings to 
my mind what the boy, Adolph V. N., whose conver- 
sion. was related at. the beginning of this Diary, told 
us. . He,. too, first became acquainted with the Bible 
through a.colporteur,. ,Near to his home in Belgium 
was a tiny settlement. of Protestants, who for sev- 
eral. centuries. had: kept:,the light of. their faith 
brightly burning. “Although forming such a small 
pet of the great city about them, yet they always 

pt a colporteur employed going about seeking to 
dispel the darkness of superstition by the distribu- 
tion of the Word. Adolph told us how well he re- 
membered -this colporteur. His hair was a bright 
red, which perhaps helped to. focus the recollection 
upon Adolph’s memory. This man not only dis- 
tributed his little books. from door to door, but in 
the public marketplace stood all day long advertis- 
ing his wares, and singing Gospel songs. He was 
unmolested, ds perhaps he was considered too poor 
and insignificant to do any great harm, and the 
friendly peasant people, sometimes not understand- 
ing, would throw him pennies for his pleasant little 
songs. Oh, the sublime courage of such a life! 

Sergeant Franssen went on to say, “When later I 
came to London and you gave me another Gospel, 
helped by the memory of my past experience in 
reading it I set myself to learn the truths of this 
Word of God. Always at home I was dissatisfied. 
I used to coniplain to my mother constantly about 
having to listen to preaching in a strange tongue and 
wondered why the sermons should always be in 
Latin. The prayers which I knew by heart would 
roll from my tongue unconsciously, and always at 
the same time my thoughts were elsewhere. All 
these things seemed wrong to me. Then you recall 
how when. you visited the Front always I was with 
you for prayer and Bible study every night. Little 
by little the Light came until I believed and knew! 
Then I feared to tell my mother and father, thinking 
that it might grieve them, but when I had my next 
leave in England first of all I told my father. He 
was so kind. ‘You are right, my son, so to do if 
ys think it best,’ he said to me. Then most of all 

feared to tell my mother, but when I ‘did so she also 
was kind. ‘I only knew one way to train you,’ she 
said, ‘but now you are a man you must decide for 
yourself.” Then later as I told her of all that you 
dear friends had done for me she said, ‘Those people 
are better than eight out of ten I have known at 
home. I think you are wise in listening to them.’ 
My whole family soon became interested in my Bible, 
and no wonder; for whereas before I could never 
bear ceremonies or the ritual I was forced to learn, 
so now in the Bible I could find every verse so in- 
teresting and could meditate upon one phrase for a 
whole. day. 

“My family, too, came to love it, and when I left 
home they begged me to leave behind my Bible. At 
last I yielded, but told them they could only have it 
until my next leave, when I must have it back. Then 
came my departure for the training camp, and the 
morning of my accident. Always I had dreaded one 
thing, and that was to be wounded in my eyes. When 
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the crash came and the light went out for me I knew 
the worst had come. In the hospital, with no assur- 
ance that I would ever see again, still I had peace 
in my heart. How often those days I said to myself, 
‘If I were to pass through this without Christ I know 
I should shoot myself, for I never could bear it.’ 
All this time my eyes were tightly bandaged, and 
they could give me no assurance that I would ever 
s¢e again. Then at last one day the bandage was 
removed from my eyes. One eyeball had been already 
removed, and the lining of the other eyeball was 
torn and injured, and the doctor was not certain 
that I should be able to see with it. The nurse led 
me outside the hospital where beneath us lay the 
French city. Removing the bandage she said, ‘Now 
_can you see?’ and I answered joyfully, ‘Yes! I can 
see!’ Not with a perfect vision, but oh, what joy 
not to be deprived wholly of my sight. Then 
came to Paris, but never have my little Testament and 
your ‘good counsel failed me.” 

On the last Sunday I was ill, but my husband 
took our friend to a French Protestant church just 
across the Seine from our hotel. Its minister, Pastor 
Blocher, is a warm friend: of ours and the son-in-law 
of Pastor Saillens, well known to the Christian world 
on both sides of the water. My husband was called 
upon to make a few remarks at the service, Pastor 
Blocher interpreting, and at the close of what he 
had to say, without any warning he called on Sergeant 
Franssen to come to the front and give his testimony. 
Pastor Blocher says it was powerful and convincing. ° 
“Tell Mrs. Norton about it, and that I wish she had 
been there,” was Sergeant Franssen’s message to me. 


February 15: To-morrow we are leaving Paris for 
the Front. We shall go by train from here to Calais 
—a whole day’s ride—and at Calais a-motor car from 
Belgian Headquarters will meet us to take us on to 
La Panne. They have telephoned from the Belgian 
Legation here the exact time of our arrival. e 
shall probably remain all night at Calais, going on to 
the Front early the next morning. 

After having searched Paris fairly thoroughly 
during these two weeks, after prayer and consulta- 
tion with Pastor Blocher we have decided to open a 
temporary foyer for the Belgian soldiers in a large 
lacture room in his church. We shall have the as- 
sistance of a devoted Christian French woman, and 
a French soldier, a young fellow filled with the Holy 
Ghost and with love for souls. This young soldier 
will do scout work, going into the streets and bring- 
ing in the men. Also he will visit the stations and 
distribute Gospels and cards of invitation to the men. 
We shall not be able to give much time to the new 
foyer, but we know that God will raise up workers 
for this new enterprise. It is His work and in His 
faithfulness He will provide all the help and helpers 
necessary. 

So.we leave Paris early in the morning of the 
17th and are away for the Front. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of ‘The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 





The Song of Solomon 


The Christian’s Love Song; the Nuptials of the King 
Key-word: “Beloved” 
Key-text: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved 
is mine” (6: 3) 

Song of Solomon, we call it, but it is more. Song 
of the loving heart, the reciprocal affection of Christ 
and his Bride. 

One sees her yet, Swedish Martha, leaning over 
the washtub, wiping the suds from her arms; “I’m 
God’s wife,” ‘she quaintly said; and in the light of 
her eye you could catch the deep meaning of it, the 
stoatty of holy affection,—Christ’s dear Tove in her 
soul. 

Nay, suave students of “the Bible as literature,” 
crude and cruel.censors of the Eternal Word, you 
shall not rob God’s little ones of their sweet honey 
in the comb; you shall not take the children’s bread 
and give them a stone. 

A song of loves, you name it, the mere amours of 
a royal roué. It may be that and naught else to 
some; but to the ardent Christian it is the love-song 
of his inner nature sanctified; the spontaneous, re- 
sistless call of the soul for its heaven-sent Spouse, 
restless till it rest in Him. 


“ Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly.” 


Two calls in fact, Christ’s and his Bride’s. They 
answer back to each other in love’s fond expressions 
of yearning and delight. Do these sentences~seem 
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strange to you? Thy will not seem so strange when 
0 


at last you learn to lose yourself in Him. To ridi- 
cule them is like ——s at a bundle of mother’s 
love letters. You understand them better when you 
are yourself in love. 

Two lovers here, indeed, Christ and the church. 
Saphir, the converted Jew, finds the clue to these 
songs in James 4: 8, “Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you.” Come to Him, as “dear children” 
(Eph. 5:1), with abandon of holy affection, and you 
will get love’s sweet response, “Let him kiss me 
. with the kisses of his mouth; for thy love is better 

than wine.” 

Solomon’s love for his ptian bride naturally 
gives a narrative basis to the book, but its inner 
truth is prophecy, ineffably inspired and refreshing; 
the language of sacred love, in the heart’s close tryst 
with God, the covenant bridal of earth and sky. It 
is all love! 

The recurrent chapters give us the simple rogress 
of thought: (1) Love’s yearning call: “Tell me, O 
thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest.” 
(2) Love’s ardent response: “The voice of my be- 
loved! behold, he cometh.” (3) Love’s. tender con- 
stancy: “I found him whom my soul loveth: I held 
him, and would not let him go.” (4) Love’s sweet 
confession: “Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, 
thou art fair.” (5) Love’s anxious quest: “I sought 
him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he 
gave me no answer.” (6) Love’s plaintive longing: 
“Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among 
women?” (7) Love’s exultant triumph: “I am my 
beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.” (8) Love's 
glad fruition: “Who is this that cometh up from 
the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?” 

Get back to mother’s Book and mother’s loye. 
There is sweetest sentiment and richest treasure 
here. But come in simple, childlike trust and devo- 
tion, “Unto you therefore which believe he is pre- 
cious,”"—not otherwise. The Word is jealous: “it 
doeth good,” its best good, “to the upright in heart.” 
Spurgeon found it a mine of wealth; he was ever 
bringing honey to his people out of this rock. Paul 
struck the key-note. “This is a great mystery; but I 
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speak concerning Christ and the church” (Eph. 5: 32). 
ll it mystical, if you will, but through the lattice 
get a satisfying glimpse of your. Messiah! 


Marginal Hints 

This is the greatest love-story in the world—two 
worlds. 

Isaiah knew it; “As a young man marrieth a vir- 
gin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bride- 

room rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God re- 
joice over thee” (62:5). 

Ezekiel caught a glimpse of it: “I decked thee also 
with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, 
and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on thy 
forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine head” (16: 11, 12). 

David also, in his 45th Psalm, which is a kind of 
replica of the Song—“Thou art fairer than the 
children of men: grace is poured into thy lips” (v. 
2). To the Jews this was the final book,—their holy 
of holies. Its reading was forbidden till the age of 
thirty was reached. _ 

e shall understand the Song better and sing 
it more clearly when the King comes, and we “put on 
the wedding robe” (Rev. 19: 6-9). 

Marked Texts 

“I sat down under his shadew with great delight” 
(2:3). The posture of the true church, ii. the wait- 
ing days of earth. 

“My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my 
love, my fair one, and come away” (2:10). Rebecca 
at the well. 

“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out” (4:16). “Sweet are the uses of adversity.” 

“Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my un- 
defiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks 
with the drops of the night” (5:2). Christ incarnate. 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.” 

“Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe 
“3 to a young hart upon the mountains of spices” 

: 14). 

Finis, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus; come quickly !” 

Oser.Lin, OHIO. 
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When Roger Barton refused to be “‘ scared ”’ 
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Other Left” 


By Mary S. Stover 








warm, moonless but starlit, and fragrant with the 

scent of apple bloom and fresh green things; just 
such a night as the one when Roger Barton first saw 
his Milly home from an evening service. No wonder 
that to-night the young husband’s heart stirred with 
a sense of unusual well-being when Milly slipped her 
arm possessively through the crook of his, and they 
turned off the village street into the grassy path that 
led to their own farm. 

Roger and his wife were lovers yet, for all their 
three happy wedding anniversaries; and he felt par- 
ticularly tender toward her this evening because of 
her disappointment over the inconclusive end to these 
two weeks of special meetings. Milly hadn’t said 
anything this time, she wasn’t one that kept on talk- 


|: WAS a gracious Sunday evening in late May, 


ing. when she might better be silent; but Roger had ~ 


read clearly enough the message of her moist brown 
eyes when the Christians rose alone. He had caught, 
too, the sound of one choked-down sob since they 
had come out into the darkness. 

He was sorry for Milly, rather pityingly sorry, of 
course, because she took those things in such sober 
earnest. To tell the truth, he admired even that in 
Milly; it was like his own beloved and long dead 
mother. 

It hurt him a little to recall how vainly his mother 
had urged him to become a Christian that last winter 
before she died. Probably he would have done it to 
please her if he had realized that it was the last 
winter. But he had not known, and he wanted to 
wait a while, being only fourteen. 

There had been other special evangelistic services 
in the little white church since then, to say nothing 
of Sunday evening invitations by the pastor after his 
sermon. Sometimes Roger had felt an impulse to 
stand up, but he never did. Lately there was less of 
a pull, he didn’t think much about it even when 
Milly slipped her warm little hand into his, as was 
her way of coaxing. Religion was well enough for 
women and good old men, like Uncle Nat; but 
Roger Barton had never seen much use for it in his 
life. Perhaps he might when he got old, but how 
comfortably far away age looks to a lusty young 
farmer of twenty-five ! 

“That was a good sermon,” said Milly slowly. 

“Didn't seem to scare folks much, though.” Roger 
laughed a little in his scorn at its ineffectiveness. 
“For my part, I like our own little preacher’s talk 
better. This old fellow seems to know his Bible 


pretty well, and he’s a fair preacher. But you can’t 
scare people into the kingdom these days by talk 
about the second coming of Christ. We're too—” 

“That you, Bafton?” broke in a voice from the 
road.. “I just came up the lane by your lower barn; 
and I noticed that your bay three-year-old’s acting 
queer. Better go down when you get home.” 

“Thanks, Henry; I will.” The Bartons hurried 
home without further comment on the evening’s ser- 
vice. 

“Do you think you'll need to stay down there all 
night?” asked Milly as she bustled about helping 
Roger into his work clothes. 

“Shouldn’t wonder if I ought to. You'll not be 
afraid? If we had known in time, I’d have asked 
Nell to come along for company.” 

“Of course I won’t be afraid! Rover is ample 
protection. Besides, there’s the phone.” 

“The phones,” corrected Roger loftily. 

“Oh, yes, there’s the other one, too; but J meant 
our own private line between the house and the 
barns. Roger, there isn’t one other convenience 
you’ve thought out for me that has meant as much 
as our own home telephone service,” she whispered 
with a quick, earnest squeeze of his arm. Milly was 
full of just such endearing little ways. She was a 
woman who appreciated things, and said so. 

This would not be Roger’s first night at the lower 
barn; he had stayed there almost a fortnight during 
the lambing season; and Milly had more than once 
been alone with Rover. Perhaps it was the unex- 
pectedness of this separation that caused the young 
people to embrace with unusual fervor as they stood 
together in the lamp-lighted kitchen before Roger 
picked up the lantern and went whistling on his way. 
But, ah, how the memory of that good-night kiss was 
to_sweep over him when he stood in this room next 
niorning—alone ! 


O ROGER called a cheery, “Good-night!” and 

stretched out under the blankets of the com- 
fortable bunk that he had arranged opposite the tele- 
phone in the little tool room at one corner of the barn. 
But he rested little during the fore part of the night, 
because Captain, spoiled young beauty that he was, 
insisted upon an inordinate amount -of attention be- 
fore he would allow his master an hour’s consecutive 
sleep. Near three o’clock, however, both physician 


and patient fell into a profound slumber. 
, Near three o’clock Roger started up with a sud- 
den, 


unaccountable sense of calamity upon him. 
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Naturally, his first thought was of the colt. But 
Captain was fast asleep. Then against the window 
camé a patter of raindrops, accompanied by a flash 


of oe - : 
« “Ha! e’re to have an early morning thunder 
shower. Probably it was the first clap that wakened 


me with such a start. I’m glad Milly isn’t the scary 
sort. Wonder if she’s up yet.” ~He looked doubt- 
fully toward the telephone receiver, then at his watch. 
“Yes, smarty! Didn’t wind that watch last night. 
Wonder how long the thing’s been stopped. It can’t 
be three-fifteen and as light as this! I'd better not 
call Milly yet, but I can do the barn chores before I 
leave.” He chuckled when Captain nipped playfully 
at his shoulder in passing. 

“Mistress will be glad to know what a frisky in- 
valid you are, old fellow,” he laughed. 

Care-free and entirely forgetful of that dark mo- 
ment of awakening, Roger set blithely about his 
feeding of the colts, sheep, and cattle. The shower 
had been an evanescent one; he presently stepped out 
into a world so fresh and fair that he must needs 
stop to admire it. 

All about him the earth lay new-washed and 
sparkling in the early sunlight. The sky was of the 
bluest, and upon a pasture fence-post sat a meadow 
lark pouring out its very soul in rapture. From be- 
yond the holiow came a full chorus of melody: 
robin, meadow-lark, song sparrow, field sparrow, and 
catbird were vying together in the very excess of 
harmonious rivalry. Through the midst of all this 
beauty and music strode young Roger Barton, up- 
lifted in head and heart, a strong, self-rejoicing king 
of this fair farmland kingdom. 

It was not till he had almost reached his own door- 
step that he noted the lack of smoke rising from 
after six; and I’m hungry as a hunter.” 


OX THE back porch he noticed water drops that 
showed Milly had been out for water from the 
pump; the unlocked door yielded under his touch: 
but his wife was not in the kitchen, nor did she 
come in answer to his jocular greeting. “Why, 
Milly, what’s the matter? Are you sick, girl?” he 
called out anxiously. His first glance had taken 
in her apron on a chair-back, the open stove with 
paper and kindling half arranged and an unlit match 
dropped on its cold top. 

“Milly, Milly, Mitty!” he went calling through 
bedroom, dining-room, sitting room, dooryard, even 
to the drive barn, where she could have had no 
errand at this hour. There was no Milly, no an- 
swer. Back in the kitchen, where lay, the mute testi- 


‘ monials to her hasty departure,. the. clock. struck 


half-past six. , 

“Maybe Aunt Hannah was in some trouble and 
called her over by phone,” he ventured. But, no. 
Milly would then have crossed the drive; and there 
was no mark in the damp mud except what had been 
made by his own solid tread. Méilly’s little feet had 
not even left a track in the earth by the back steps. 

Roger’s fingers suddenly clutched at the loose col- 
lar of his shirt; he was choking. In vain his eyes 
searched the sky above Uncle Nat’s cottage, where 
he and Milly had been wont to look every morning 
for the little spiral of smoke that had heretofore 
given unfailing testimony to the well-being of Uncle 
Nat and Aunt Hannah. To-day there was no smoke. 
No smoke at half-past six. 

“They didn’t even have time for a ‘Good-bye, 
Roger,’ ” he whispered huskily. 

With a groan of unutterable anguish young Barton 
sank down on the lowest step of the back porch, blind 
now and deaf to all the exuberant glory of the spring 
morning. Through his brain echoed and re-echoed 
the tolling notes of the preacher’s evening text: 
“One shall be taken, and the other left”; “One shall 
be taken, and the other left.” 


O THAT tragic measure his thoughts moved 

irresistibly over the hill, past his uncle’s smokeless 
house, on, on through the village, marking with prag- 
matic assurance those dwellings that would stand 
desolate like his, this morning. He seemed to see into 
each one in turn,—the breakfastless tables and clut- 
tered kitchens where bewildered men sought clumsily 
to serve themselves, and sometimes clamoring little 
ones, others where the bereft sat stunned and droop- 
ing. Here and there was a house whose sleeping 
front smiled in a strange serenity, because its whole 
household had gone gladly forth together. 

“Preacher said folks would find out Christ had 
come just by their missing here one and there an- 
other good Christian from his accustomed place. He 
said that; but why didn’t he say it stronger? Why 
didn’t he make us understand? 

“J—I laughed, and said that he tried to scare us!” 

The man’s head dropped upon his knees; his big 
frame shook as vehemently as the wind-had lately 
shaken the elm that hung beaten and broken beside 
his driveway. Roger Barton was finding now what 
it meant to face a world from which his Milly was 
gone. Ah, but how much more than Milly even! 
His very God was gone. 

At last Roger Barton saw that, with all his arro- 
gant self-sufficiency, he had never yet tried to live 
without ‘Jesus Christ. From his earliest recollection 
and. before, he had-relied through them spon the 
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LESSON FOR JULY 7 (John 1 : 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34) 


Christ. of his sainted mother, his good old uncle and 
aunt, his sweet young wife, just as he had profited 
by the godly influence of his every Christian neigh- 
bor. Now for the first he was facing life bereft and 
alone among creatures who, like him, had boasted 
themselves independent of any superhuman power. 
Now, now, he was to learn the meaning of those 
words “without Christ in the — ite 

Again Roger groaned in his desperate hopeless- 
ness, enslin yet to question even if there still might 
be an opportunity to turn for life to the Christ whom 
he had despised and wt noteg a Pie 

“Roger, why, Roger; what is it oger, dear 

It 3 Milly's own voice he heard! Milly’s warm, 
human arms were clasping him in unimaginable com- 
fort as she dropped down beside him on the low 
porch step. What is the matter, Roger boy?” she 
demanded. . 

“Where—where—where were you, Milly?” 

“Down at Kate’s. Didn’t you find my note? There 
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it is, under the kitchen table.” She pointed in, 
laughingly, through the screen door. “You see I 
had to write because of being in such a hurry and 
because that first flash of lightning had thrown our 
barn’ phone out of commission. Uncle Nat and 
auntie stayed with Kate last night; and she was so 
much worse this morning that Aunt Hannah tele- 
phoned for me all in a flurry. She’s comfortable 
again now. 

“But whatever is the matter with you, Roger 
Barton ?” 

“Milly”"—his voice could not reach above a husky 
whisper—“Milly, dear, what do you want most?” 

“Like a piano, or a chicken brooder?” 

“No, not any thing. What do you pray for most?” 

“That you'll be a Christian, Roger,” she answered 


softly. 
“Please God I will be from this hour! Milly, dear 
little wife, help me to come to Him—right away!” 


GreeLey, CoLo. 
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Midsummer Plans for the Cradle Roll 


Keeping the little folks interested in church and 
Sunday-school in spite of the heat 





HE midsummer season offers one of the best 
times of the year for the superintendent to get 
into close contact with her babies. The warm 
summer days afford so many delightful opportunities 
for get-together times, and the Cradle Roll superin- 
tendent ought not to neglect this. Where the mothers 
are organized into an auxiliary and hold a monthly 
meeting, then the summer meetings may be held out 
of doors; or where it is the custom to have a monthly 
party for the babies, do not give up the July and Au- 
st meetings just because of the warm weather. 
ut where no regular meetings or socials are held, 
and the department comes together only at rare in- 
tervals, then do not neglect this opportunity to have 
a baby picnic. This may be held at some park con- 
veniently. located so that the mothers may reach it 
without much trouble, or it may be held on some 
one’s lawn. Perhaps the superintendent has a yard 
big enough to accommodate all the babies, and the 
bigger brothers and sisters who must accompany 
mother if she goes away for a day,—or it may 
that some member of the church or Sunday-school, or 
ssibly a friend, will gladly give the use of their 
me for the day. It has been found a very good 
plan to have the mothers come about eleven o'clock 
in the morning, and have dinner together, then leave 
for home early in the afternoon, before the babies 
grow tired. Or, they may be invited to meet imme- 
diately after dinner, spend the afternoon together, 
have a picnic lunch, and then leave for home before 
supper-time. Either way is good, although the morn- 
ing hour gives an opportunity for greater sociability. 
Dinner is always served out of doors, a committee of 
mothers or friends helping the superintendent in this 
work. Sometimes each mother brings a basket ; again, 
certain articles of food are brought by different nes, 
and still another very successful plan is for some 
adult Bible class or the Ladies’ Aid, or some other 
organization, to furnish the meal. This relieves the 
mother of any care or responsibility, and she is free 
to enjoy the day. Of course it makes the picnic more 
complete if the photographer is present to take group 
pictures of the babies, the mothers, and the entire 
party. Perhaps some one with a camera will be glad 
to do this for the Cradle Roll Department. 

When the superintendent leaves the city for an 
outing she ought to have with her a list of the names 
and addresses of the babies, and then remember to 
send each a picture postcard showing some view of 
the place where she is visiting. Of course she will 
not forget to take with her the birthday cards of 
such babies as may have birthdays during her ab- 
sence, and these will be mailed in time to reach the 
home on the important date. Where there is a de- 
partment secretary, then doubtless the work of mail- 
ing. all birthday cards belongs to her. 

he summer months afford a good opportunity to 
plan one or more parties to be given during the 
winter months, and the long afternoon is a good 
time in which to prepare little souvenirs to be used 
on these occasions. It is also a happy time to pre- 
pare the babies’ Christmas presents, or at least to 
think about what you want to do for them. And if 
you want to make it a Giving Christmas, perhaps this 
will be the time when you will prepare the little bags 
or stockings which you wish to have the babies fill. 

Another thing that must be kept in mind during 
the_summer months is the coming Rally Day. 

One of the several pretty welcome services seen 
recently might be made ready now for use in the 
ae. This particular one was carried out as fol- 
ows: 

The Cradle Roll superintendent took her place at 
the front of the room occupied by the Beginners and 
Primary children, and holding up a card asked, 


“What does this mean?” The little folks gleefully 
replied, “Another new baby for the Cradle Roll!” 
Then the dainty little cradle, decorated with bows 
of pink and blue ribbon, was brought out by one of 
the teachers, and placed on a stand where all the 
children could see it. At a chord from the piano, 
teachers and scholars stood up and sang, 
“ Another new baby we welcome to-day, 
To him (her) a new name has been given; 
We'll give him (her) a place on our dear- Cradle Roll, 
For of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


The superintendent places the name card in the 
cradle, and two little girls or boys are detailed to 
come forward and rock the cradle while all repeat 
with the superintendent: 

“In our pretty cradle here, 
Place the baby’s name «o dear; 
Jesus, ever bless and keep 
With thy love, so true and deep.” 


With bowed heads, all together pray: 


“ Jesus, bless our Cradle Roll babies, 
Here at home, and across the sea; 
Care for them, and their fathers and mothers, 
Wherever they may be.” 


A joyful “Thank you” song closed the service: 
“ There are, blessings from God all about us; 
We should thank Him for gifts large and small, 
But his gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best thank you of all. 
Bye-lo, bye-lo, bye-lo, bye-lo-bye.” 
(From Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Chicago, IIl., 25 
cents.) 


Then the superintendent remarks that now they 
must all look out for this new baby, and be ready to 
welcome it when it comes to Sunday-school. The 
cradle is put away, and the work of the department 
resumed. 

You may not feel like doing any extra work in 
these trying “dog days,” but, dear Cradle Roll su- 
perintendent, dare you neglect a single opportunity 
for furthering the work of your. department, and can 
you not plan, even at some personal discomfort, 
to do just a little extra for the babies during these 
months when the mother needs some help and sym- 
pathy ?—Elkizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Ill. 


Stars for Church Attendance 


Y PUPILS range in ages from eight to ten 
years. I bought a box of small gold stars and 
also a box of large ones, and then had red paste- 
board cards made with the Sundays for the first six 
months of the year on each, and every pupil who can 
ive the title of the lesson and can tell where it is 
ound, recite the Golden Text and tell where it is 
found, earns a small star. When a pupil attends 


a 





A Word About That Summer Contest 


Is your Sunday-school going to win a place on The 
Sunday School Times’ Summer Attendance Honor 
Roll? it can do so by an average attendance of sixty 
percent of its enrolment during July, August and Sep- 
tember. If you have not read the announcement of 
this contest in The Sunday School Times, of May 25, 
1918, write for a circular giving particulars, as well as 
suggestions for keeping up summer attendance, which 
will be sent free. 
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church for four successive Sundays a large star is 
pasted on the back of his card. 

This plan has been more successful in getting my 
= out to church than perp | I have tried, and 

hope it may be the means of helping others, for 
out of eight oy I have had six earn large stars 
during the months of January, February, and March. 
—Mrs. W. H. Thiele, Kitchener, Can. 


Combining Nature Lessons and Missions 


sy Primary leader hung a strip of grayish-brown 
denim across the front of her table. 

“You don’t seem to like the looks of my curtain,” 
she said laughingly in the friendly-five-minutes-talk- 
ing-time of the opening exercises. “But it is not 
meant for a curtain at all! It is to be a picture frame, 
and you are to bring the pictures to put into it, new 
ones every Sunday. I hope you won’t forget! On 
your way to Sunday-school you are to find a wild- 
flower, a weed-flower, just any kind of a blossom, 
to bring with you. Then I will put them into the 
frame and we, will learn something about them in 
our little talking-time. Just a flower from the grass 
or road or vacant lot, and only one apiece. Will 
you try hard to remember ?” 

Of course most of the children had forgotten be- 
fore the next Sunday, but there were two lupines, a 
bit of mustard, one dandelion, and one sunflower; 
and Miss Nell had wisely taken a few herself to help 
out the “picture.” These were easily pinned to the 
strip of cloth as fast as brought in. Nothing at all 
was said about them during the devotional part of 
the opening. After the giving service and rest exer- 
cise came the few minutes when she and the chil- 
dren “talked together,” the time that made them feel 
so well acquainted. This time Miss Nell began: 

“You like the frame better to-day, don’t you? The 
bright flowers show so well against that colored cloth! 
I wonder if you can name these little wild-flowers?” 

After the children had done their best she helped 
them all to say the words over. 

“Just one thing I can tell you about them to-day, 
and that is why the flowers are so tiny. They grew 
among the grass in hard ground where nobody hoed 
them and nobody watered them; where roots and 
stones choked them and big weeds kept off the sun- 
light. Poor little starved flowers that didn’t have a 
chance to grow big and beautiful! But they did their 
best. See how yellow the little sunflower’s petals 
are! how rich and brown its heart! Big sunflowers 
could be no brighter, could they? Have you ever seen 
a big one? I have. As big as this,” and she fash- 
ioned her hands to show them. “Now you tell me 
why this one is so small. Dorothy knows for she 
brought it.” 

“Yes, it grew out in her alley close to the fence 
among some ragweeds. Now I have -heard some 
boys and girls say, ‘Ugh! I don’t like such flowers at 
all; / like roses and dahlias and nasturtiums, for they 
are bigger and prettier and smell sweeter.’ That is 
true; they are bigger and prettier and sweeter be- 
cause they grew in gardens, the seeds they came from 
grew in gardens, and they have had good care, good 
ground, plenty of water, and plenty of sunshine. 

“Sometimes I look at my boys and girls in Sunday- 
school and think you are something like flowers in a 
garden; you have such good homes, good lessons, 
good care, such fine chances to be_the right kind of 
boys and girls! 

‘Pretty soon we are going to have our missionary 
story about the little black folks down in Africa. You 
will hear how dirty they are, how mean are their 
homes, how wicked they are, worshiping idols and 
doing bad things just because they never had care or 
teaching or help. Some way they seem to me like 
these starved wild-flowers. When you hear the story 
perhaps you will understand what I mean when I say 
they are like little weed-flowers in God’s earth. 

“And next Sunday, if you will remember to bring 
a new blossom for our frame, each of you one—I will 
tell you how once upon a time all the flowers of earth 
were wild.” 

Soon it became the habit of those little pupils to 
hunt a flower every Sunday morning on the way to 
Sunday-school to decorate their frame, and all 
through the summer their leader had some one thing 
to. tell them each time about the flowers of the field. 
Usually not as much as was crowded into that first 
lesson, of necessity.° 

The graded courses provide missionary lessons for 
this season of the year, and some way the “flowers 
that never had a chance” seemed to fit almost every 
one as an illustration. the children themselves often 
using it. The dandelion puff-ball carrying, its pre- 
cious seeds by “airship” afar on the breeze was lik- 
ened to one Christian in a heathen land spreading 
the great message; the winged seeds, the leaves, the 
bright, struggling bléssoms and wee grass flowers 
were woven into the lessons of the day, adding their 
part to the truth, not distracting the attention from 
it. Two things this combining of nature with mis- 
sions did for that class; they learned to see and love 
roadside, neglected beauty, and to appreciate their 
own happy estate in Christian homes and a Chris- 
tian land—Lee McCrae, Wichita, Kan. 
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LESSON I. JULY 7. BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


John I : 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34 


Golden Text.—He that will, let him take the water of life freely.—Revelation 22 : 17 ~ 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


G.tting Started in Class 

OLDIERS wounded unto what might be their 

death are having their lives saved, on the battle- 

fronts of Europe, by the injection of bottied 
blood into their veins, according to a despatch (pub- 
lished in the Philadelphia North American) from the 
Convention of the American Surgical Association 
held in Cincinnati in June. “This blood is known to 
the medical profession as citrate of blood, and Sir 
Arbuthnot Lane of London told the delegates that 
in the April German drive in northern France, when 
the Third British Army was forced to retreat, thirty 
bottles of citrate of blood had been captured by the 
Germans. ‘I hope that the foe will use this blood,’ 
said Sir Arbuthnot; ‘perhaps it will make better hu- 
man beings out of them.’ Major W. J. Mayo, of 
Rochester, Minn., announced that he had already en- 
listed one hundred persons of pure blood who will 
gladly offer their blood for the treatment of Ameri- 
can wounded. Colonel Herbert A. Bruce, of Toronto, 
reported that he had been successful in 320 cases of 
blood transfusion during a short period of service 
behind the lines.” 

Suggest that the class discover, before this lesson 

is over, what bearing these striking facts have on the 
subject “Beginning the Christian Life.” 


Our Background Material 


Give the class a brief. preview of the wonderfully 
interesting topics that are to be studied during the 
coming three months, as set forth in the editorial 
statement on the second page of this issue. Read 
aloud the list of thirteen lesson topics for the 
Quarter; give a brief word of explanation of each; 
and ask the members of the class, whether at home or 
away on vacation, to’ keep the list of topics with 
them and be collecting material, through the sum- 
mer, bearing in any way on these topics,—especially 
through any experiences in the personal life of mem- 
bers of the class. Suggest letters from them while 
they are away, reporting experiences. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face pgeres at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

When God knew that the time had come for his 
Son to come into the world in order to save all who 
would believe on him, he prepared for this by send- 
ing John the Baptist. John, declaring that Christ was 
coming, told men to get ready by making straight the 
way of the Lord (John 1: 23), by repenting unto the 
remission-of-sins that they could have in Christ 
(Mark 1:4). In other words, he aroused their in- 
terest in Christ and convicted them of their sins, so 
that they might repent and desire a Saviour. 

When Jesus himself appeared (John 1: 29), at once 
John pointed his hearers to “the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world!” 

First, Conviction of sin. Then, Belief on Jesus. 
These were the two steps into which God, through 
John the Baptist, brought men for “Beginning the 
Christian Life” when Jesus first came. The same two 
steps must be taken to-day. 

Our lesson passage in John 1: 35-51 shows in Ge- 
tail what John the Baptist and some of the early 
disciples did, in this matter of beginning the Chris- 
tian life. John points men away from himself to 
Jesus (vs. 35, 36). After a series of remarks, ques- 
tions and answers, and incidents, these men come to 
the point of believing on this Jesus as the Christ, the 
one of whom the whole Bible had been prophesying, 
the Son of God (vs. 41, 45, 49). 

Now turn over to the lesson passage in Acts 
(16: 13-34). Here other people “begin the Christian 
life.” God opens the heart of a business woman, as 
she listens to open-air preachers by a river side; hav- 
ing come to believe on the One of whom these things 
were spoken, she is baptized into Christ (vs. 13-15). 

A demon-possessed slave girl is set free from her 
awful affliction through the name of Jesus Christ, 
and doubtless then began the Christian life by faith. 

And the most “sensational” incident of all, with 
graft, perjury, false imprisonment, earthquake, near- 
suicide, and then lightning-like conversion as the out- 
standing features; and a jailor and all his house- 
hold begin the Christian life. 

Interesting points in the experiences of these con- 
verts are brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas. (I, 
1, 2). The big-hearted kind of woman that Lydia 
was is well described by Mr. Ridgway (1). The 
same lesson writer (2) shows. that it was not only 





Devotional : John 15 : 4-16. 
Aiheonel Masans for Ti < aete 2: 37-47; 8: 26-40; Rom. 
5: I-"n. 
Pamery Topic: eral jon Trusting Jesus. 
sson Material: John 1 : 35-51. 


Memory Verse: We love, because he first loved us.—1 John 
4:0 


9. 
"Flow to Begin ft. Adult Topic: The Christian Life and 
Adaitional Material ; Matt. 25 : 31-46; John.15 : 4-16. 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 16: 13-15, 25-34] 


13 And on the sabbath day we went forth without the 
gate by a river side, ! where we supposed there was a place 
of prayer; and we sat down, and spake unto the women that 
were come together. 14 And a certain woman named Lydia, 
a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that wor- 
shipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened to 
give heed unto the things which were spoken by Paul. 
15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful 
te the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us... . 

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns unto God, and the prisoners were listening 
to them; 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison-house were shaken: and 
immediately all the doors were opened; and every one’s 
bands were loosed. 27 And the jailor, being roused out of 
sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners 
had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29 And he called 
for lights and sprang in, and, trembling for fear, fell down 
before Paul and Silas, 30 and brought them out and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and 
thy house. 32 And they spake the word of *the Lord unto 
him, with all that were in his house. 33 And he took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and 
was baptized, he and all his, immediately. 34 And he 
brought them up into his house, and set * food before them, 
and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, * having believed 
in God. 

1 Many ancient authorities read where was wont to 

be &c. *%Some ancient authorities read God. *Gr. a 

table. *Or, having believed God. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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a physical earthquake. shaking the earth and the 
prison that night, but an “earthquake” in the life of 
that jailor, with marvelous changes in him. 

After going through these interesting details, ask 
the class for a simple, brief answer to the question, 
“How is one to begin the Christian life?” 

And after the class have discussed this and given 
their views, make inescapably plain to them all that 
God’s answer is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus” (v. 31). 

Show that to begin the Christian life, that is, to 
become a Christian, we are not asked to do anything 
for God, but simply to recognize and accept the fact 
that, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
God has done everything for us. 

Various experiences or steps may precede this real 
beginning of the Christian life by simple faith in 
Jesus. We must have a consciousness of our need of 
a Saviour; a sense or conviction of our sin; we may 
need to “Come and see” and to satisfy ourselves as to 
who this Jesus is and what he has done for us. But 
these steps are not the beginning of the Christian 
life. They are getting ready to begin. “Begin” 


and “Believe” both begin with a “b”; and we do not 


begin the Christian life until we believe on Jesus. 

Our works do not begin the Christian lite, nor do 
they bring us into the Christian life. We work after 
we have begun the Christian life, and because we are 
Christians, saved by grace; but we do not work in 
order to be Christians. “To him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is reckoned for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 

An effective illustration of the fact that joining 
the church does not make one a Christian is given in 
Pucker’s‘class (Mr. Rogers, 1), as is shown also that 
putting on a uniform, and drilling, do not make one a 
soldier; he becomes a soldier first when he enlists, 
then he puts on the uniform and does the duties of a 
soldier,—not in order to be a soldier, but because 
he has become one. 

What that “bottled blood” (see “Getting Started in 
Class”) is to the wounded and dying soldier, Christ 
is to the unsaved man who is not only wounded by 
sin but is actually “dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. 2:1). The blood is new life to the- wounded 
man, and must be received by him if he is to live. 
Christ is mew life to the unsaved “dead” sinner, and 
must be received by him if he is to live. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


| Faith is the, secret. of the Christian life. .A won- 
derful key-passage on. this is given in the Additional 


Material for Teachers, Romans 5:1-11. We are 

justified, or begin the Christian life, by faith, and this 

— 2 “peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
rist. : 

And as we began the Christian life, or entered in, 
by faith (Rom. 5:2), so we stand and continue in the 
Christian life by faith: “As therefore ye received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him” (Col. 2:6). 
Having been reconciled to God, through the death of 
Christ, by simple faith in Christ, “much more, being 
reconciled, shall we be kept safe in his life,” as 
Bishop Moule has rendered Romans 5: 10. 

Teaching Points 

_ Those who attempt to follow Jesus without be- 
lieving on him as Saviour will soon find that they 
cannot follow him unless they believe on him. 

When inviting another person to come to Jesus, do 
as Andrew and Philip did,—tell him who Jesus is. 

When we have begun the Christian life by. coming 

to Pape he will tell us more about what we were, 
and what we are going to be, than we could ever 
learn in any other way (John 1: 42). 
_ If we want to enable others to begin the Christian 
life, the first thing we should do is to ask God to 
open their hearts to the Good News. Only as God 
does this can nee believe and be saved (Acts 16: 14). 
See Dr. Griffith Thomas (IV, 8). 

Four stages in the Christian life: Come; Learn; 
Follow; Abide (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). 
_Iiluminating comments on “What is the Christian 
life?” are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 4). 

The jailor may have heard the open-air preaching 
of Paul and Silas about Jesus; or they may have 
talked with him privately as he was locking them 
into the stocks; or ‘he may have simply been over- 
whelmed by the presence of Christ in their lives at 
the time of the earthquake. One fact is plain :, some- 
how God showed him that he was lost, and that he 
needed to be saved. 


“Thou and thy house” (v. 31). The believer, then, 
evidently has the right’ to- count-on the ‘salvation: of 
his loved ones, if he believes for this. Are fathers 
and mothers and children recognizing this blessed 
assurance of the Word of God, and believing for the 
salvation of their family? It does not mean that 
we can believe for others in such a way that they 
will not have to believe for themselves; but we can 


-believe as we pray for them, in such a way that God 


will enable them also to believe on Jesus and be saved. 


An instantaneous change came into the life and 
attitude and actions of the saved jailor (vs. 33, 34). 
Salvation is always instantaneous: for it is a gift, 
the “unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15) of -God to lost 
men; and you cannot take a gift gradually,—you 
either have it or you have not. We do not grow into 
salvation; but we can grow wonderfully after and 
because we are saved. 


Why the new birth is necessary, and how we may 
receive it, is brought out by Mr. Rogers (2). 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What did the words “the Lamb of God” mean to 
a Jew? 

_Was it hard for John the Baptist to turn his own 
disciples away from himself to Jesus? 

Do you think that Paul preached more wonderfully 
about Jesus than any present-day man can do? 

Is it easy, or hard, to begin the Christian life? 

How could Paul and Silas be so happy as they were 
under persecution and imprisonment? (v. 25.) 

What did the jailor mean by “saved”? (v. 30.) 

How young ought one to begin the Christian life? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Reading God’s Word (Acts 8: 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11). 


The Bible is as different from every other book in 
the world as God is different from man. Because we 
have the Bible, we can have conversation with God, 
or a message straight from God himself in his own 
words, any time we wish it. _Two marvelous results 
of the right use of God’s Word are here, showing 
how to start the Christian life, and how to live it. 


What would you say is the central message of the 
entire Bible? 


Discover, from the passage in Acts, two or three 
principles of profitable Bible study. 


Mention, from the passage in the Psalms, four 
things the Bible can do for a man: 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 7 (John r : 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34) 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—The lessons for this Quarter are 
concerned with topics. Each lesson has a theme as 
a Bible study. And yet, while attention is concen- 
trated on the topic, it is necessary to associate the 
idea with Bible passages in order that its Scriptural 
character may be seen. For this purpose an effort 
must be made to provide a setting of the passage 
chosen for reading. This one, dealing with the be- 
ginning of the Christian life, is very appropriately 
taken from Acts 16: 13-34, in which the commence- 
ment of Christianity in Europe is shown in connec- 
tion with the city of Philippi. From Europe the 
Gospel has come to America, and this gives the topic 
a very direct reference to ourselves. From verses 
II to 40 the entire story is connected with Philippi. 

Date.—A. D. 52. 

The Book.—Acts is the record of what Christ con- 
tinued to do after his ascension (1:1, 8) by means 
of his followers. The beginnings of Jewish Chris- 
tianity are given in chapters I to 7; the expansion 
of the Gentiles, in chapters 8 to 11; and then mis- 
sions to the Gentile world, in chapters 13 to 28. This 
chapter is associated with Paul’s second missionary 
journey (15: 36-41). 

Books for Study.—Instead of Commentaries on the 
passages, attention may be called to books on the 
themes of the Quarter, and two among others should 
be noted. “Vital Teachings of God’s Word,” by Todd 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 25 
cents and 15 cents), a series of Bible studies in out- 
line form, dealing with the fundamentals of Christian 
faith and life. They were originally intended for 
members of Young People’s Societies, and they well 
merit. careful study, Bible in hand. Another book 
of real value is “The Faith of a Modern Christian,” 
by James Orr, D.D. (George H. Doran Company, 
New York, $1.50 net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


There are three conversions in this story of Phil- 
ippi, and the variety will enable us to keep the par- 
ticular topic of the commencement of the Christian 
life prominent all through. 

The. Asiatic (the Trader) (vs. 13-15). The first 
preaching in Europe was on a Sabbath day in the 
open air by a river, probably the place the Jews 
would prefer for purposes of worship, because of 
the need of.water for their ceremonial purifications. 
Paul and Silas simply delivered their message with- 
out any set service, as they sat-and spoke to the 
women. It was a very “ordinary” testimony for 
Christ, and yet it was significant as the way of open- 
ing the great continent of Europe to the Gospel. 
Why men were not present or mentioned is not 
known, but the reference to womanhood suggests 
that the Gospel is universally adapted to all classes, 
and universally uplifting, including both sexes. 
Women in the East were and are slaves, and the 
difference between Eastern and Western women is 
almost wholly due to the Gospel, From this time 
forward the Gospel proved itself universally influ- 
ential, because of women’s great influence on the 
race. The first convert was a business woman, sug- 
gesting enterprise and independence: She was al- 
ready a Jewish proselyte, but evidently was not spirit- 
ually satisfied with what she had obtained. The out- 
come of the preaching was a real change in her 


‘life. (1) 


The Greek (the Soothsayer) (vs. 16-18). Chris- 
tianity is never long without. encountering opposition, 
and this is the first illustration of Gentile opposition 
to the Gospel. We see the awful power of human sin in 
the perversion of life. The subjection of this woman 
and the money made through her are in marked 
contrast with Lydia. The practise of soothsaying 
was, of course, grossly false and deceitful; though, 
still more, it was diabolical, being influenced by 
Satan. An added feature of depravity was the pro- 
fession of religion associated with it (v. 17), includ- 
ing a striking testimony of evil to good. But Paul 
would not allow any such patronage of evil, and so 
in the power of Divine grace he made a bold attack 
on Satan’s power. The result was a complete and 
immediate victory, for Christ delivered the poor 
creature from her sin and oppression. 


The Roman (the Jailor) (vs. 19-34). Soon the 
power of sinful opposition was realized, for in their 
vindictive and hypocritical attack the men were en- 
abled to gain a temporary victory over the servants 
of Christ. While in word they professed morality, 
it was the loss of their gain that led to this persecu- 
tion. Revivals always hinder the work of bad men. 
False charges were soon followed by injustice and 
cruelty (vs. 22-24), including insult and imprison- 
ment. But this had no effect on the workers, who in 
the midst of their suffering proclaimed by. lip and 
life the message of their Lord (vs. 25-32). The pris- 
oners were listening to them, and the earthquake led 
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to the jailor’s conviction of sin. Fearing that his 
prisoners were lost and his post was in pone ag and, 
still more, rememberin is unnecessarily cruel 
treatment of Paul and Silas (v. 24), the jailor felt 
his need and showed anxiety of soul, asking, “What 
must I do to be saved?” The contrast between “lost” 
and “saved” is very striking, as we think of a lost 
sheep or a lost child, The man not only felt his 
need, but ressed a desire, and showed his willing- 
ness to follow what might be told, whereupon the 
Apostles proclaimed immediate and present salva- 
tion through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Salva- 
tion is always the committal of our soul to the 
Person of Christ, the entrustment of ourselves to 
him. (2) 

Thus, in three different ways, Lydia, the woman, 
and the jailor began the Christian life. Yet all by 
the same way, belief. 

Devotional Reading.—In John 15: 4-16 we have 
the fourth stage of the Christian life in relation to 
Christ. These may be stated thus: “Come unto me” 
(Matt. 11:28); “Learn of me” (Matt. 11:29); 
“Follow me” (Matt. 9:9); “Abide in me” (John 
15:4). We start with coming to Christ as our 
Saviour, then we tearn of him as our Teacher, follow 
him as our Lord, and abide in him as our Life. (3) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 
Acts 2: 37-47; 8: 26-40; Rom, 5: I-II. 


1. Acts 2:37-47. The commencement of Chris- 
tianity on the day of Pentecost in three’ ways: 


(1) preaching; (2) believing; (3) obeying. 


2. Acts 8:26-40,* The first recorded instance of 
individual dealing with a soul in winning him for 
Christ: (1) the seeker; (2) the servant; (3) the 
Saviour. 

3. Romans 5:1-11. The Christian life in its three- 
fold aspect: (1) commencement (v. 1); (2) course 
(vs. 2-8); (3) crown (vs. 9-11). 


Ill. The Graded, Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Chris- 
tian Life and How to Begin It. (Additional Material: 
Matthew 25: 31-46; John 15: 4-16). There are two 
questions which need attention. 

1. What is the Christian life? It may be summed 
up in a word: vital union with Christ. The late 
Earl Cairns, Lord Chancellor of England, a devoted 
Christian worker, used to speak of conversion as a 
“personal transaction between the soul and God.” 
This new life is (1) Divine (John 3:3) ; (2) a free 
gift (Rom. 6:23); (3) a present experience (John 
3:36); (4) in and from Christ by the Spirit (2 Cor. 
5217). (4) 

2. How is it begun? While there is one goal, there 
are different ways to reach it, as Acts 16 shows. The 
other passage, Tole 1: 35-51, also illustrates this in 
showing four different ways to the one Christ: (1) 
the preaching of the Word (vs. 35-39); (2) the per- 
sonal testimony (vs. 40-42); (3) the direct appeal 
(v. 43); (4) the individual experience (vs. 44-51). 
It is very important to show that there are many 
different ways of coming to Christ, and the great 
need is not to emphasize the method, but the fact. 
Some years ago a little girl was being examined for 
church membership by some elderly men, who were 
perplexed because the child did not seem to show 
any sense of sin. They were in reality expecting from 
her what is only true of an adult. After much ques- 
tioning, they spoke to her about “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
and one of them said: “But, my dear, what about 
the ‘Slough of Despond’?” to which the child re- 
plied, “Please, sir, I did not come that way.” 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The story of Lydia is summed up in a very few 
words (Acts 16:14): “whose heart the Lord opened,” 
and this is the essential way of beginning the Chris- 
tian life. 

1. The Heart. In Scripture the word “heart” al- 
ways means, whether in the Old Testament or in the 
New, the center of the moral life, and includes 
three elements: the mind, the feelings, and the will. 
The modern distinction between “head” and “heart” 
is no part of the Scripture meaning of the latter 
term, which always includes the three features of 
thinking, desiring, and willing. On this account it 
is of supreme importance. “Out of it are the-issues 
of life” (Prov. 4:23); “out of the heart evil 
thoughts proceed” (Mark 7:21); “a new heart also 
will I give you” (Ezek. 36: 26) ; “with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness” (Rom. 10: 10). 

2. The Heart Closed. This is clearly implied, in 
the words about Lydia, as a possible opposite: closing 
the mind against God’s truth, the closing of the 
heart against his love, the closing of the will against 
his grace. In a word, it means the closing of the 
soul against Christ. This closing is deliberate and 
definite and sometimes even defiant. The explana- 
tion is that sin is in the nature, and-sins are seen in 
the conduct. Sometimes it is prejudice, at other times 
avarice, and other times, worldliness, and at all times 
some sin by which the heart ‘is*closed to God. : 


‘3. The Heart Opened. It was the:‘Lord :-who did 
this for Lydia, and only he is’ able: to-accomplish' it. 
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But how does he do it? (1) By his truth; (2) by 
his love; (3) by his Spirit. Sometimes this occurs 
suddenly, as with the jailor; at other times it involves 
a sharp, short action, as with the soothsayer (v. 18) ; 
and yet again, as with Lydia, it may be quiet, simple, 
without anything startling, just the conviction of 
something deeper than she alreatly possessed, making 
her sensible of God’s mercy and dissatisfied with her 
spiritual condition. Then followed proofs of the 
heart being opened, for we read of her mind, ear, 
will, tongue, hand, and house all being opened at 
once (vs. 14-16). This is another way of speaking 
of the bapnning of the Christian life as including 
conviction, confession, conversation, consecration. 
Christ never forces his way into the heart, but is 
always ready to enter, when it is opened to him 
(Rev. 3:20). (5) 


V. Leading Questions 
Where were the first European converts gained? 
What proofs of Lydia’s conversion are seen? 
What is the meaning of the title of God mentioned 
by the woman? (v. 17.) See Genesis 14: 18-22; 
a 5:7; Luke 1:32, 35, 76; 6:35; 8:28; Acts 
7: 48. 
Why is repentance not mentioned in the words to 
the jailor? (v. 31.) See Acts 2: 38. 
What proofs of reality did the jailor show? 
What indications of joy are seen here? 
In what respects are all three conversions different? 
In what respects are all three conversions alike? 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 


ANY a reader of The Sunday School Times has 

been grateful for the brief but wonderfully 
illuminating comments by Dr. C. I. Scofield that have 
appeared here, week by week, during the six months’ 
studies in the Gospel of Mark, unfolding the truth 
of prophecy as given in God’s Word. Inasmuch as 
the new series (in the International Uniform Les- 
sons) of “Studies in the Christian Life” running 
during July, August, and September, are topical 
studies that do not deal so much with the prophetic 
parts of God’s Word, Dr. Scofield will not furnish 
his usual weekly lesson article during “this Third 
Quarter, but will resume it with the first lesson of 
October, when a rich Old Testament series of 
“Stories of the Patriarchs from Abraham to Joseph” 
commences, offering a wealth of material on 
prophecy. With the new series, Dr. Scofield will not 
limit himself to that which is strictly -prophetic or 
predictive material, but will deal also with the Old 
Testament “types” of New Testament truth and 
events,—those types whereby from the beginning God 
began to make known to men his, plans and purposes 
through Jesus Christ. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Religion and Business.—Lydia, a seller (v. 14). 
The Christian business woman. Christianity. links 
its beginning with business and with a woman behind 
the counter, so to speak. There can be no big busi- 
ness unless Religion is behind the counter. No great 
mail order houses, no great department stores out- 
side the atmosphere surrounding the world of Chris- 
tianity. The millions send millions to the mail order 
houses far away because of their faith in the men 
back of the houses. The department stores sell their 
goods with a “send back if you don’t like it,” be- 
cause of their faith in the millions. There are great 
restaurants.in New York where you go in and help 
yourself to the finest of food at different prices, 
plainly marked, eat what you like, and then go and 
tell the cashier how much you took. “How do you 
know I did not eat more than forty cents’ worth?” I 
asked. “We don’t,” was the reply. “Are you cheated 
much?” “Oh, once in a while some smartie boy tries 
it, but American men are honest,” said the manager. 
You do not find mail order houses, department stores, 
help-yourself restaurants outside of Christendom. 
Such things can no more grow in heathendom* than 
icicles in Africa. Suspicious paganism wants to see 
the real money and ring it on the counter. Yes, Re- 
ligion took hold of Business at the very start, or 
perhaps betéer, Business tcok hold of Religion—and 
the hand was the soft one of a woman. I have 
clumsily stated a great Christian argument that no 
professor can answer (2 Cor. 4:2; Phil. 4:8 


The Missionary to the Rich.—And she constrained 
us (v. 15). “Now do take off your things and stay 
for dinner—you just must!” Don’t you like that! 
Sounds just like a plain old-fashioned countryside 
welcome. I certainly do like this woman. If I had 
another girl to help name I should like to call her 
Lydia—even though folks likely. would call such a 
one “Lyd.” One thing country folks cannot quite get 
over is the difference in wel-ome.~between country 
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and town. If you should happen to be 
at Meadowbrook when Aunt Sally or 
one of the “girls” per the rope of the 
big bell by the kitchen door, in you will 
go to dinner whether or no,—“and take 
pot-luck.” Constrain means tight up 
against; up against Aunt Sally’s dinner 
with Uncle Billy “a pushin’.” In Phila- 
delphia, when the clock strikes twelve it 
is Mrs. Childs or the Automat for 
Willie. Consequently you know exactly 
the kind of an Aunt Sally woman this 
little silk seller from Asia was. This 
splendid woman God puts into Paul’s 
life, and makes her missionary to those 
who are able to buy purple and fine linen. 
Although some folks don’t seem to 
think so, God has always loved the rich, 
and well to do, yea, even as much as 
the poor. It is rather striking that the 
one God selected to take salvation into 
the high places was a keen business 
woman. I was wondering if high social 
life could not be evangelized if some 
beautiful, accomplished, charming, mag- 
netic woman of parts and position could 
get the vision. Mrs. —— could pack 
parlors as Billy Sunday packs taber- 
nacles if she would let Jesus find her 
(Rom. 10:14, 15; Acts 10:34; Luke 
19:2-9). (1) 


Why They Took It.—Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing (v. 25). Why 


woul aul take “the cat” here in 
Philippi and have none of it in Jeru- 
salem? Why a Roman citizen at home 


and only an itinerating tent-makin 
reacher in Europe? (Acts 22:24, 25. 
here was no chance for soul-saving 
that day in Jerusalem amid the temple 
mob. At Philippi circumstances were 
different. As superintendent of the 
home school down on Main: Street, I 
would take no nonsense from the kid of 
any church-member. If he could not 
behave himself out he went. But up at 
Rock Run Mission I stand anything and 
everything for any length of time. In 
a quarter .of a century I have never 
“fired” a boy, no matter what he did. 
I have had some “tough” ones (who 
are now fine young men and my dearest 
friends). So they could scourge Paul 
at “Rock Run” and not touch him down 
' at “Coatesville.” And this is why Paul 
and “Ridgway” could sing with sore 
backs. ver sing through a smart? 
There is always a song with every sting 
ou get in the line of unselfish service. 
here are folks who say there is no 
such thing as pain. We only think so! 
With something else to think about we 
feel no pain. hen the house gets on 
fire the toothathe stops as we turn to 
Saving folks and things. Paul and 
Silas could sing with their bleeding 
backs because they were overwhelmed 
by the master passion of the ages, the 
salvation of a lost world. If we cannot 
sing with a pain it is because we do not 
love with a passion (1 Cor. 9: 22, 23). 


How It Was Done.—Believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, 
thou and thy house (v. 31). How did 
Paul know his stripes and his songs 
were going to shake his jail and save a 
whole household? He did not. But 
Paul’s Manager knew. Have you not 
lived long enough to khow “coming 
events cast their shadows before”? I 
heard Aunt Sally cry, “Why, Ann Eliza, 
how do you do? I just felt in my bones 
all day that you might be along.” We 
humans are a mysterious proposition. 
There are many things about us in spite 
of our smartness: that we cannot under- 
stand. “Speak of angels and they al- 
ways appear,” we say to our friend 
who steps unexpectedly into our pres- 
ence when we have just spoken his name. 
George Macdonald in his great story, 
“Salted With Fire,” contends that those 
who live close to the Lord, and who are 
called “mystics” have to a certain de- 
gree a knowledge of future events 
(1 Cor. 14:32; Job 32:8). Do you 
think Paul and Silas had any tears for 
their stripes, in the joy of this salva- 
tion of the Roman official and his 
house? How easy everything was after 
_the earthquake? A hardened jailor who 
did not care becomes the softened 
brother with water and ointment and 
tender attention. There is no earthly 
legerdemain or “presto-change” to equal 
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the transformation that comes through 
the sleight of Heaven’s hand. This 
same thing will happen in the “hardest” 
mill man’s life when “What shall I do 
to be saved?” gets into his head. (2) 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance. 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each wee 
Gelden "Tent are’ opecisily dsched, end wi 
eta’ a better quanes of geceptenes than 

Golden Text. 

Short Speotetione, of i LA, ay. w 
seal Geper ons equally good. = 

After the “Earthquake.”—And sud- 
denly there was 2 great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison- 
house were shaken: and immediately all 
the doors were opened; and every one’s 
bands were loosed (v. 26). The presi- 
dent of a Christian. Endeavor Society, 
who had been drafted into the army and 
who was in camp “somewhere in 
America,” had beer falsely accused of 
fighting with a comrade and was put in 
the guard-house, in which there were 
several other prisoners. An automobile 
truck that was carrying ammunition had 
trouble with the steering gear and 
crashed into a large rock that was near 
the guard-house. There was a terrific 
explosion. It kilied the men in the car 
and tore out the front of the guard- 
house, but none of the prisoners were 
injured, though they were badly fright- 
ened. “Here is our chance!” ‘cried one 
of the prisoners. “Let’s get away. It’s 
dead easy in thic excitement.” “You fel- 
lows can do as you please,” calmly re- 
plied the Christian Endeavorer, “but as 
for me, I am going to stay right here. 
I am not afraid for I know I am inno- 
cent. My God has never yet forsaken 
me, and I know he will not forsake me 
now.”—Sent by D. C. Kauffman, Lewis, 
New York. 


Without Struggle.—Believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved (v.- 
31). Spurgeon once set the way of sal- 
vation very simply before a young 
woman. She was a long time in grasp- 
ing the truth, but when she did, and joy 
filled her heart, she exclaimed, “I never 
thought that people could find peace in 
this way! I always believed that one 
must almost go to hell to get to heaven.” 
—From the United Methodist. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Settled by the Ark.—Believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved (v. 
31). D. L. Moody told the story of a 
conversation he had with a man in Man- 
chester. “Are you a Christian?” the 
evangelist had asked. “No, but I wish I 
were.”. Then Moody proceeded to quote 
passages from the Bible, but the man 
said they did not meet his case. “The 
fact is, I cannot feet that I am saved.” 
“Was it Noah’s feelings that saved him, 
or was it the ark?” asked Moody. The 
man thought a while, and then said, 
“Good-night, Mr. Moody, it’s all settled.” 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Working at the Keyhole.— Believe on 
the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved 
(v. 31). A blessed work of grace had 
been going on in various parts of Scot- 
land. Many had accepted God’s “great 
salvation” and rejoiced in their newly- 
found Saviour. Among these was a 
hMr. Murray, an officebearer in one of 
the churches and for fifty years a pro- 
fessor of religion, without, however, the 
“one thing needful.” One day' as Mr. 
Murray was reading a Gospel paper he 
came across the following statement: 
“The Gospel brings us not a work to do, 
but a word to believe about a work 
done.” “I see tt ail,” said he to his 
wife. “I have been working away at the 
keyhole, and the door has been: open all 
the time. My fifty years’ profession 








goes for nothing, ahd I get salvatioii 


through simply accepting Christ.”—From 
“Love Wins.” Sent by Lowell B. Bail- 
lie, Buffalo, N: Y. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this iulustration. 


Why She Wasn't Sinking.—Believe 
on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be 
saved (v. 31). A Welsh lady, when she 
oF dying, was visited by her minister. 

e said to her, “Sister, are you sink- 
ing?” She answered him. not a word, 
but looked at him with an incredulous 
eye. He repeated the question, “Sister, 
are you sinking?” She looked at him 
again as if she could not believe he 
would ask such a question. ~At last, 
rising a little in her bed, she said, 
“Sinking! Sinking! Did you ever know 
a sinner sink through a rock? If I had 
been standing on the sand, I might 
sink; but, thank God, I am on the Rock 
of Ages, and there is no sinking there.” 
—From Spurgeon’s Sermons. Sent by 
W. G. Irving, Westmount, Can. 


Trees and Posts.—Having believed in 
God (v. 34). Every congregation is 
divided into saved people and unsaved. 
I call them trees and posts. When you 
put in a tree it begins to grow. en 
you stick in a post it begins to rot. We 
pastors have a delightful time watching 


trees grow. But it is a sad business 
watching. posts decay.—From the Rev. 
Dr. A. C. Dixon, in The Evangelical 


Christian. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. , 
. we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Preyer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou hast been calling to many of us to fol- 
low thee, and from some of us thy voice has 
had no answer that would gladden thy heart. 
Quicken us, we pray thee, to turn to thy- 
self in readiness to do thy will and to learn 
of thee. May we trust thee for our salva- 
tion, and may we be quick to bring others to 
thee, even as the early disciples,» and thy 
true disciples all down the centuries, brought 
others into acquaintance and fellowship with 
thyself. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There are two 
words that stand out .in the lesson that 
we have been studying, “come” and 
“bring.” The word “come” is used 
twice in the lesson. Who said it the 
first time, and to whom did he speak? 
Yes, it was Jesus himself who gave the 
invitation. The men to whom he spoke 
were to come and get acquainted with 
him. How quickly the narrative passes 
on to Andrew’s action. As soon as he 
comes to know Christ, he gets to work 


to bring others to him. And then whom | 


does he bring first? Yes, Philip. And 
whom did Philip bring to see Jesus? 
Well, you see how the plan was work- 
ing, Jesus giving the invitation to men 
to come to him, and then these men 
bringing others. That has been Christ’s 
plan all along the years. First, men who 
believed on him and trusted him, and 
then others’ whom they taught. It is 
said that in Korea a Christian is not 
counted a full-fledged Christian until 
he has led some one else to Christ, as a 
test of his own devotion to his Lord. 
“Come,” and “bring’—does your life 
stand the test? ; 


BRINGING TO ULOUS 
Lesson aie and Psalms 


“Come, said Jesus’ sacred voice.” 
“T hear Thy welcome voice.” 

“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me.” 

“ Oh, ’tis a great change for me.” 
“ Sweeter as the years go by.” 
“Saviour, ’tis a full surrender.” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 
“ God bless our native land.” 














(References. in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, imcluding 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 34: 4-21 (78: 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 4-14 (53 : 1-3). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8 (263 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16-: 1-11 (24: 1-4). 
Psalm 3: 1-8 (4: 1-3). 


—— 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Jesus is the 
children’s Friend. 
Notes.—Lessons 
rter are 
, following six months’ lessons 
from Mark’s Gospel. This necessitates 
the repetition of several stories already 
presented this year. We must never 
forget that in the choice of lessons as 
well as in their presentation, “the needs 
of Primary children should be the law 
of Primary teachers.” Choose the best. 
The full scope of “Christian living” 
cannot be comprehended by children of 
six, seven, and eight. It is possible for 
each young child to desire to become 
and live as God’s child. Several essen- 
tials are suggested in the abstract 
memory texts but must be presented in 
concrete story form. Fresh story ma- 
terial should be combined with that 
which is suggested in the lesson out- 
lines, in order that the minds and hearts 
of young children may grasp the. truth. 
A study of the Quarter’s lessons shows 
that the important teachings may be 
summarized something as follows: 


for the present 


1. Loving and Trusting. 7. Working. 

2. Learning. 8. Living. 

3. Praying. 9. Giving. 

4. Obeying. 10. Choosing. 

5. Growing. 11. Winning Others. 
6. Helping. 12. Doing Right. 


13. Review: Following Jesus. 


To-day’s Scripture, John 1: 35-41, 
presents again the choice of the early 
helpers of Jesus, similar to the lessons 
for January 13, “Jesus Chooses Four 
Helpers”; and February 10, “Jesus 
Chooses the Twelve.” 

To-day’s teaching may be based upon 
the Primary memory text, associated 
with teaching a song related to the same 
thought. 

Introduction—How many of you 
have a friend with whom you like to go 
to and from day-school or Sunday- 


school? Do, you ever ask mother 
whether you can go to ——’s house to 
play, and do you invite —— to come to 


your house to play?. One fine thing 
about friends is that they love to be 
together because they love each. other. 

When you start on an errand do you 
ever call or whistle for your friend to 
go with you? We love our friends 
partly because they love us. We enjoy 
our good times better when our friends 
enjoy them too. 

Lesson Story.—Long, long ago some 
men listened to a great preacher, who 
talked out of doors beside a great rush- 
ing river. One day a stranger walked 
among them. While they still loved 
their old friend, these men felt right 
away that a new friend had joined 
them. 

Before long two of them had a chance 
to talk to this new friend. As they lis- 
tened to. his wonderful words, they 
wanted to know-him better and to find 
out where he lived. They were greatly 
pleased when he said, Come and see 
where I stay. They visited him that day 
and were so pleased that they wanted 
their other friends to know him too. 
The new friend was Jesus. 

Andrew hunted his brother Peter and 
brought him to Jesus. The next day 
Philip met Jesus and became his friend. 
He hunted his friend, Nathanael, and 
brought him to Jesus. The circle of 
friends kept growing. All of them 
learned to love and trust Jesus because 
he. was always so kind and - helpful. 
They became true friends and each could 
say, We love because He first loved us. 
As months passed they loved each other 
more and more. 

One night as Jesus talked to them in 
an upper room he told them that he 
must go away and how much he loved 
them. He said, I chose you, I have 
called you friends; ye are my friends if 
ye do whatsoever I command you. . 





Soon afterwards, Jesus went bdck to 
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LESSON FOR JULY 7 (John 1: 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34) 


his heavenly home, but he has more 
friends on earth now than ever before. 
Among them are many children. Jesus 
is the children’s best friend. . Tho 
we cannot see him we may talk to him 
in prayer. We may sing our prayer: 


“ Jesus, Friend of little children, 
Be a friend to me; 
Take my hand and ever keep me 
Close to Thee.” 
(Songs for Little People. Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, 75 cents.) : 


Let the children sing the familiar 
stanzas, Love Him! Love Him! All ye 
little children, also Trust Him! etc. 

After the Story—The same thought 
may be continued by developing and 
teaching a newer song or children’s 
hymn: 

“ Jesus is the children’s helper 

In their work and play, 
Helps them to be good and careful 
What they do and say. 


“We love Him, we love Him, 
Because He first loved us. 
(Repeat these lines.) 


“Jesus is the children’s Saviour, 
Hears them when they pray, 
Ready to forgive the wrong things 
They may do or say.” (Refrain.) 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Older children may copy and learn 
one stanza at home, Give a copy to 
younger children. 


Peoria, ILL. 
yé 
My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Sketch in outline the five incidents 
on which this lesson is founded. 
2. Discover the similar and essential 
points. in all. 


. 3 Are, these the essentials for us to- 
day in beginning the Christian life? 











IVE quite different stories are sug- 

gested for our study this week. In 
sketching them for your class accent 
the sharp differences ‘in the outward 
circumstances of seekers after the 
Christ life, so that the essential and true 
similarity may be clearly emphasized. 
John 1:35-51 tells the story of two 
young men already interested _in relig- 
ious things, for they were John’s dis- 
ciples when they sought knowledge of 
Jesus. They were Jews with a training 
in the Scriptures and a keen expectation 
of the Messiah. Acts 16:13-34 (the 
lesson text) tells two stories, one of a 
Greek woman, “one who worshiped 
God” it is true, but with no knowledge 
whatever, as far as we are told, of the 
Christ, previous to Paul’s coming. She 
knew something of prayer, and. was 
hungry for more light. The other is the 


* account of a “heathen” jailor,—one with 


no religious training or desires what- 
ever until danger drove him to seek 
a refuge. Acts 2: 37-47 gives the account 
of a ‘multitude of men _ conscience- 
stricken in view of their wilful rejec- 
tion of the truth once clearly seen, a 
reversed decision in the face of full 
light. Acts 8: 26-40 is the story of one 
who from a slight knowledge of Scrip- 
ture had a great hunger for more; one 
who had apparently “lived up to” all the 
religious light he had. 


2. Upon what different backgrounds, 
under what different circumstances, 
with what different preparation, did 
these very different people seek and find 
Christ! What then was the similar and 
essential point common to them all? 
Was it not a real and conscious hunger 
for him, whether founded upon much or 
little knowledge, much or little under- 
standing of him? In some cases this 
real desire for him had been in the heart 
a long time, but at least in one, the 
jailor’s, it was a sudden and immediately 
expressed realization of great need. In 
each case this conscious need, though 
sometimes of long standing, was in- 








stantly met when the hungry soul met 
Jesus the Christ, as instantly as the 
meeting was followed by a surrender 
of self, and as satisfyingly. Whether 
they met him in the flesh, as did Andrew 
and John, whose was the precious privi- 
lege of spending a wonderful day in his 
company; or whether an eye-witness, 
like Peter, brought conviction to the 
heart; or the message came through one 
who had not seen yet had believed, like 
Paul and Philip the evangelist, mat- 
tered not.. If the meeting was real it 
brought belief, a real belief which re- 
sulted in surrender and obedience. 


3. These then are for us to-day the 
essentials if we would begin the Chris- 
tian life: a conscious need of him, an 
actual touch from him, followed by as 
actual a belief in him and immediate 
obedience to him, all as Jesus the Christ 
the Son of the Living God. And here 
we are right back at the first lesson of 
the year—Behold, the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world! 
Teachers, whether your girls are the 
well-instructed daughters of the church, 
like Andrew and John, versed in the 
Scriptures, and expecting to “be Chris- 
tians some day”; or like Lydia, having 
enough light in matters of the soul to 
be hungry for more; or, like that Phil- 
ippian jailor, have been brought to a 
sudden realization of their danger, so 
that they are crying out to be saved; or 
are in that most difficult case of Peter’s 
hearers on the day of Pentecost, who 
realized the fearful mistake of a pre- 
vious rejection in the face of full light; 
or, like the Ethiopian eunuch, with a lit- 
tle knowledge of God’s Word are earn- 
estly seeking for the very heart of it, 
yours is the solemn and precious privi- 
lege of bringing them all to Jesus, this 
Christ whom not having seen you love. 
Pray that this: meeting will result in the 
immediate surrender of self to obedience 
to his will, that confession of belief in 
him. so explicitly stated in Romans. to: 
Q, 10. 

So you will have steered clear of 
those stumblingblocks: over - which so 
many young’ feet trip, “I-am not good 
enough to be a Christian,” and “I do 
not know enough to be a Christian,” and 
“There are some things in the Bible I 
do not believe or understand,” and: “I 
don’t want to be a Christian unless I 
can be better than some I know,” and 
so on. “All the fitness he requireth. is 
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to feel your need of him,” says an old 

hymn, and we may add that all the heart 

of girls requireth is to see the face of 

him, all that he requireth is a true be- 

lief in him. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Acts 8: 26-39; Psalm 19: 7-11 


Besides these lesson references ask 
your girls to give a thoughtful reading 
to Psalm 119, the whole beautiful 
length of it, section by section (Am. 


Rev.). Ask them to make a list of the 
a therein ascribed to God's 
ord, 


ATLANTA, GA, 
we 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A new ‘selective kind of 
Bible study. 
Explanations: Beginning the new life 


by repentance, faith, and baptism; the 
new birth. 

Illustrations: Harvesting potatoes and 
roasting ears; a soldier’s uniform. 











OW BAT is the difference between 
digging potatoes and picking 
roasting ears?” asked teacher. 

We laughed at such a question in 
Sunday-school, and named a lot of 
differences. Bulldog even said one 
broke your back and the other didn’t. 
But teacher still shook his head, and 
finally he had to tell us what he ‘had in 
mind. In one you dig every hill and 
take what you find, in the other you 
go through and pick out just what you 
want. Teacher says in our Sunday- 
school lessons we have been digging 
into every chapter of Mark’s Gospel and 
gathering whatever truths - e found. 
Now for three months we are going to 
stroll through the whole Bible and pick 
a few truths about the Christian life 
that we especially need. This ‘first les- 
son was about how to begin the Chris- 
tian life. 

“Why, you just. begin, don’t you?” 
asked Bulldog. “I thought. you just 
made up your mind to do it and then 
did it.” 

“Yes,” smiled teacher, “that is very 
true. But just what causes you to 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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make up your mind, and just what is it 
that you do?” 

We all hesitated on that, so teacher 
had us read John 1: 35-42. Then he 
pointed out how Jesus’ first disciples 
were influenced”by John’s words, and 
Peter was brought by what Andrew said. 
Teacher thinks practically every Chris- 
tian was influenced to accept Christ by 
some one else. He asked us to tell who 
started us to thinking about it, and we 
didn’t have any trouble to answer that, 
only with me it was four or five people; 
father, mother, the minister, and our 
teacher. Then the superintendent spoke 
to me about it one day, and I never for- 
got that, either. 

Next, teacher asked us how many we 
had led to Christ, and we all hung our 
heads. Of course he explained that we 
can’t always tell how far our influence 


| has gone, but we ought to be watching 


for every chance to say something good 
about Jesus, as John did. 

My home question came next: “What 
did Peter say was the first step in be- 
coming a Christian?” I found it over 
in Acts 2:38, repent. Teacher says re- 
pentance means changing your mind 
about yourself till you see your sins in 
their blackness and turn away from 
them. 

Bert found the next step in what Paul 
told the jailor (Acts 16:31). He was 
already repenting on account of the jail 
falling down, you know, and all that. 
So. Paul told him to turn away from 
trusting in himself and his heathen gods 
and believe in Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour and Lord. Teacher says it isn’t 
enough to turn away from sin; we must 
turn to the Saviour. Turning over a 
new leaf is little good unless it leads-to 
a new life, with new desires, and new 
power from Christ. Paul put the two 
together when he preached: “Repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 21). 

Next we talked about baptism. Carl 
told about that Ethiopian in Acts 8, 
who was so eager to prove his faith by 
being baptized, and the same thing’ was 
in Peter’s Pentecost sermon and Paul’s 
dealing with ‘the jailor, It seems that 
being b ptized and joining the church is 
sort of like putting on the uniform 
and falling into line. That isn’t what 
makes you.a recruit, but a fellow can’t 
feel like a regular one hundred percént 
soldier till he does it, and if he isn’t 
willing to do it, there must be some- 
thing wrong. (1) 

Bulldog had a question about what 
Jesus called this beginning the Chris- 
tian life. So he told about Nicodemus, 
that Bible teacher who came to Jesus 
one night and wanted to talk religion. 
Jesus told him the first thing was to be 
born again. That stumped Nicodemus, 
and Bulldog says it stumps him, too. 
But teacher explained that just as a per- 
son isn’t a citizen of this world until 
his body is born into it, neither has he 
any part in the spiritual world until he 
is born spiritually, God’s Spirit being 
the mother, as it were, of his new, inner 
life. That was too deep for us, and 
teacher says nobody can understand it. 
But the fact remains, and if we meet 
the conditions and receive Christ, he 
will give us the new birth. (2) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Acts 8: 26-39; Psalm 19: 7-11 
Find out all you can about Philip. 


Find out all you can about the 
eunuch. 


Study out the places mentioned. 

What was the eunuch doing when 
they met? 

In what way was the eunuch mixed in 
his mind? 

How did Philip help him? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 


ve 


You would like to give your scholars 
something to do in connection with the 
lesson? Do you want to enough to buy 
a book that would open up a world of 
interest to you and to them? Little- 
field’s “Hand Work in the Sunday- 
School” shows what to do and. how to 
do it. It is published by The Sunday 
School Times Company at $1.00. 
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Philadelphia, June 22, 1918 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: . , 
1.00 Five or more copies, either 
$ ° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


When the Jews Go Home 


A Word to Pastors and Pulpit Committees 


OSEPH COHN, Field Secretary, 
illiamsburg Mission to the Jews, son 
of ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, is open for 
engagement as supply during the sum- 
mer. He will bring to your people an 
illuminating message concerning God's 
program for Israel, the glorious future 
yet in store for this miracle nation, the 
relation of the Church to the Jew, the 
Zionist movement, etc. 


Terms within your ability 
Write for further information 


WILLIAMSBURG MISSION TO THE JEWS 


27 THROOP AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


" CORDON 


A vocational Religious College and 
Graduate School for the develop- 
4 ment of Christian leadership in 
the ministry, mission field, and 


specialized services. Interdenomi- 
national. Sincerely Evangelical. 
Fireproof buildings, with dormito- 
ries, High grade demand for grad- 
uates, Catalog. Address 


Dean NATHAN R. WOOD, Gordon Bible College, BOSTON, MASS. 


HOUGHTON SEMINARY 


Five Depa 3 College, Music, 
Oratory, and Theology. High standards, minimum 
expense, no fraternities, tobacco, dancing or cards. 
For catalog send to J. S. Luckey, Houghten, N.Y. 


SAND TABLE WORK 


A new and fascinating method of teaching in the 
Sunday School. Write to-day for illustrated and 
descriptive circulars of our two books and a5 
beautiful cut-onts of Bible’ scenes. 


Standard Publishing Co., Dept. 34,Cincinnati, O. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS {0% rom pang parihee cert ce 
terms. Send for free ca‘ . State which—piano or organ, 


Piano & Organ Co., Desk T - 
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Keeping Sport Out of Mischief 
By Abigail Burton 


OU/ERE going to have a splendid 
fire,” said Jack with enthusiasm. 

“The pile will be ’most as high as the 
house,” cried Jim. 

“Oh, won't it be fun?” echoed Mary. 

The children were alone that after- 
noon. And they were as busy as little 
beavers, raking up the yard. It was a 
ood deal of work, but ps didn’t mind 
or they, would have such fun afterward 
watching the bonfire. Besides, Mother 
had sees them marshmallows to 
toast 

So Jack and Mary and Jim worked 
omer diligently. Only Sport would not. 
work! 

Now Sport was always with the chil- 
dren. Every morning he trotted along 
the country road with them on their wa 
to school. Sometimes he carried a lunc 
basket or a mitten, for it made him very 
proud to help. And every afternoon he 
was waiting to see them safely home. 
You would have thought that Jack and 
Mary and Jim couldn’t be trusted to go 
alone. At any rate Sport was convinced 
mes without him they would surely be 
ost. 

But when it came to rakin 
Sport wasn’t a bit of help. e would 
crouch beside the pile and bark. Then 
he would make a plunge, and send the 
leaves flying in every direction. How he 
chased them! But they whirled so gaily 
in the breeze that no wonder he took 
them for butterflies ! 

At first the children thought this 
amusing. They were so fond of Sport 
that whatever he did made them happy. 
But after their pile had been scattered 
several times, it didn’t seem such fun. 

“Stop it, Sport. Get away,” said Jack. 

But it wasn’t any use to drive Sport 
away. He took that for part of the 
game. And as soon‘as the children had 
returned to their raking, back he came 
more: like a whirlwind than ever. 

“We've got to tie him up,” said Jack. 

“You won’t hurt him?” cried Mary. 

“Course not,” said Jack.. “Where’s 
some rope?” 

“We can take the rope off the sled;” 
Jim suggested. 

Sport was delighted when they brought 
out the sled. There wasn’t any snow, 
but he was quite willing to drag his 
friends about over the leaves, if they 
wished. He caught the rope in his 
teeth, ready to pull. But why were they 
putting the rope around his neck? 
Sport’s. delight changed to perplexity. 
And when they tied him to a tree and 
left him, he expressed his hurt feelings 
in howls. 

With no Sport to hinder, the work 
went on rapidly. The wind was rising, 
and an occasional gust caught the leaves. 
In spite of this the raking was soon fin- 
ished and the pile ready to light. Jack 
struck a match and started the blaze. 
Fanned by the wind, the whole pile 
broke into flame. 

And then Jack discovered that the 
bonfire was too close to the house. The 
wind was carrying the flames in that 
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Jack began beating at the bonfire with 
his rake. 

“Get some water,” he shouted to Jim. 

Jim rushed away. But in his confusion 
he couldn’t find a pail. The flames were 
spreading. Mary caught up another rake 
to help Jack. Their efforts served only 
to make the fire burn more-fiercely. The 
wind lifted bunches of the burni 
leaves and hurled them across the yard. 

“Hold them down with your rake, 
Mary,” Jack cried. 

He ran to the woodpile and began 
dragging boards to keep the bonfire 
from blowing away. Jim had found the 
pails and was pumping furiously. Mary 
was doing her best to hold the pile 
against the wind, when an extra gust 
tugged at the mass beneath her rake. 
And half the pile rose into the air to 
fall blazing upon the porch! 

A scream from Mary, an answering 
bark, a flash of tawny fur—and Sport 
had hurled himself upon the porch and 
was stamping and scattering the burn- 
ing leaves. He had gnawed through the 
rope and freed himself just in time. 
~-In a few moments the fire was 
checked, andthe children hung over 





Sport, petting and praising him and 


binding up his scorched paws. 


“If he hadn’t got loose,” said Jack | 


soberly, “the house might have burned 
down.” 

“We won’t ever tie him up again,” 
declared Jim. 

“And we thought,” laughed Mary, with 
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ARTHUR W. 


Author of “ The Divine Inspiration of the Bible,” 
Satan and His Gospel,”’ etc., etc. 
405 pages, nicely bound in cloth. $1.35 postpaid 

This book gives a complete and systematic setting 
forth of this most important and timely subject of the 
soeses Coming of C - » oo in —— {ee 
ures on various theme w r. 
Pink has delivered before various audiences both in 
Eng’ America. ‘T lectures treat of the 
Necessity of Christ’s Return, the Fact, the Time, the 
Tmminency and Results of His coming again. Such 
Theetions as the controversy between and Post- 

Hennialists; the Chureh and the Tribulation ; Who 
will pertics te in the Rapture, etc., ore Genk th at 


Antichrist, the 
the Millennium, etc., are ex- 


The signs of the times are viewed under the bright 
light of the hetic pa and the author convinces 
the reader that the end of the age is near, and that the 
Lord himself is “at hand.”” We heartily commend this 
latest work from Mr, Pink’s pen. Buy it. Read it. 
Recommend it to your friends. 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, Swengel, Pa. 
ED BIBLE STORY BOOKS 


Beautiful colored pictures. Selnching entirely new 
for the little folks. Over 125,000 sold. Make ideai 
gift and reward books. Eight titles. Write for de- 
scriptive circular or send 15c for sample book. 


Standard Publishing Co., Dept. 34, Cincinneti,O. 
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died for all then were all dead.” “And 


jhe died for all, that they which live 


her arms about the shaggy neck, “that | 


we were keeping Sport out of mischief. 


But he kept us out of mischief instead!” | 


Freeport, IL. 
oe 


Is any part of Sunday a drag and a 


bore to the children? Of course it | 


Shouldn't be. But how can we do differ- 


ently? One way to make a start ts to 


get:a book like “Pleasant Sunday After- | 


noons for the Children,” by John T. 
Faris, published by The Sunday School 


Times Company at 50 cents, and see how | 


a@ great many parents have managed. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


, By Robert E. Speer 





July ‘14. Lessons from Favorite Parables. 
Mark 4: 1-8, 2-32. 

July 21. Lessons from Favorite Psalms. Psa. 
103 : 1-13. 

July 28. Lessons from Bible Proverbs. Prov. 
10: 1-16, 

August.4, All for Christ. II. Our Ambitions. 

hil. 3: 4-11. (Consecration meeting.) 

August 11. Lessons jn Nature’s Schoo!. Prov, 

6: 6-8; John 12: 24, 25. 





Sunday, July 7 


All for Christ. 1. Our Abilities 
(Matt. 25: 14-30) 
(Consecration meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Our hearts for Christ (Matt. 22: 


34-40). 
Tues.—Our intellect (Heb. 8 : 10-13). 
Wed.—Our time (Psa. 90% i-17). 
Thurs.—Our skill (Exod... 31 : 1-11). 
Fri.—Our strength (2 Cor. 11 : 17-33). 
Sat.—Our bodies (2 Tim. 4: 6-8). 











What talent have we to give to Christ? 

What abilities does the mission field call 
for? 

How does use increase abilities? 


“¢] BELONG” is the best and deepest 

truth of life. It is better and deeper 
than “I possess.” We do indeed pos- 
sess; We can say to God, “Thou art 
my Father,” and to the Saviour, “Thou 
art mine.” But we can say these things 
so securely because we can say also, 
“Father, I am thy child.” “Saviour, I 
am thine.” - 


Paul’s great truth was the truth of 
Christ’s ownership of all. “We are 
God’s building,” “Ye are not your own. 
Ye are bought with a price.” “If one 





should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again.” “Who died for 
us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with him.” 
“Yes, thou hast taught me. 
I am not my own. 
Tenderly, sweetly thy love has sought me, 
I am thine, thine alone.” 


“Iam thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, 
And it told thy love to me. 
But I long to rise on the arms of faith 
And be closer drawn to thee.” 


“ Naught that I have ‘mine own I call, 
I hold it for the Giver. 
My life, my strength, my soul, my all, 
Are his and his forever.” 


ve 


This is what we mean when we call 
Jesus Christ Lord,- We mean that he 
owns us and all that we are and have. 
What the early disciples recognized 
among themselves we too shall some day 
recognize among ourselves, and even 
now are to recognize: toward Christ. 


“And the multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and soul: and 
not one of them said that aught of the 
things which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common. And 
with great power gave the apostles their 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus: and great grace was upon them 
all. For neither was there among them 
any that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet: and distribution -was 
made unto each, according as any one 
had need.” - 


Christ is to be Lord of our bodies. 
Paul begins with this in a great passage 
(1 Cor. 3: 16-23). That will mean keep- 
ing our bodies clean and strong. All 
wholesome and good athletics find a new 
sanction in Christ’s ownership of. the 
body. It must be kept in good condi- 
tion as one of his tools. 

And every school and college is given 
an added sacredness when we realize 
that Tt is a place where possessions of 
Christ are kept and prepared for his 
use. Every latent power and capacity is 
his.and is to be brought out, disciplined 
and equipped for the purposes for which 
he is depending on it. 

we 


There is a story of a young officer 
who was to tell his superior the time 
for a certain important action, fixed for 
an exact moment. When all was ready 
the superior turned to the younger man 
who had been waiting in the pride of his 
importance and responsibility. The boy 
looked at his watch and it had stopped. 


t 


He had forgotten to wind it. Yet he 
had been relied upon. 
Christ depends upon us. Each of us 
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LESSON: FOR JULY 7 (John 1: 35-51; 


Acts 16 : 13-34) 


problems facing the Church in view of 





What is predestination? 
THe sed tee 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
at all the hard in the 
oc. 


Ban ie Seok selon ae equal 
course. 







the world-war will be under considera- 
tion. Christian people desiring a quiet 
resting-place for the summer where the 
spiritual as well as the physical, needs 
are emphasized, will doubtless be drawn 
in large numbers to Stony Brook this 
summer. 

For further information address the 
Chairman of the Stony’ Brook. Assem- 
bly, Dr. Ford C,.: Ottman, Stamford, 
Conn. 2 
, 3 


Y. W. C. A. Training Courses 
O TRAIN the many women who, 








in this time of great need, are will- 
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PENTECOST e only new low. price 

No. 3 tiful and durable binding. 


Will keep the Sunday 


Schools well attended all Summer. 


DO NOT LET YOUR SCHOOL LAG 
Send 15c stamps for one copy by mail 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia 


has his own place and part. No one 
else can take it. God must have plans 
which are ample enough to gather up 
our blunders, but each blunder or fail- 
ure, or disloyalty of ours must make a 
difference. If. only he could say and 
feel, “I can always rely. upon my dis- 
ciples.” We can say that of our 
Master. “ 


“Owned of God” is a phrase with 
many rich meanings. 

Read Browning’s “Rabbi. Ben Ezra” 
again. 

It is we ourselves that belong to 
Christ. His interest is in us—not our 
memories, or our expectations, but our 
own selves. 


Christ will keep that which belongs 
to him. No harm shall ever befall it. 
New York City. 


—_e . 


Morning Watch Conferences 


O PROMOTE the habit of meeting 
God at the beginning of: every day 
is the purpose of the World’s Morning 
Watch. The organ of this promotion is 
Daily Bible, a monthly publication that 
goes to every member free. (To become 
a member for a year $1 may be sent 
to the World’s Morning Watch, 30 East 
Forty-second Street, New York City.) 
The. World’s Morning Watch Bible 
Conferences will be held this year at 
Trevose, Pa., August 3-11, and at Ocean 
City, N. J., August 24 to September 1. 
Inspirational speakers will lead in 
deepening this wonderful habit of early 
morning Bible study, meditation, and 
prayer. 





Stony Brook Conferences 


HE ‘Stony Brook Assembly has 

under preparation its program for 
the various conferences to be held at 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York, 
during July and August. 

The third annual ‘Bible Institute will 
be held during the last three weeks in 
July. Eminent Bible teachers will be 
secured to cover a study of the entire 
Bible. The National Bible Institute of 
New York is contemplating a conference 
in the interests of its work on the As- 
sembly grounds the first week in ‘ ugust. 
From the 12th of August to the 1oth 
there will be held a conference for 
pe people under the direction of the 

ev. William Ralph Hall, who is known 
and loved by a multitude of the Pres- 
byterian young people of the country. 

The usual Prophetic conference will 
begin on Monday, August 19, and con- 
tinue through the morning of the 25th. 
The General conference will begin on 
Sunday evening, August 25, and close on 
Sunday, September 1. A full program 
will be issued in the near future. 

During the month of July and, in fact, 
throughout the entire summer, the grave 


ing to give part of their time to Chris- 


169 new and familiar gospel | tian service, either through the Young 
and Sunday School Songs | Women’s Christian Association or any 


other organization, is the purpose of a 


book on the market. Beau- | course arranged by the Workers Bureau 


of the National Board of the Young 
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Women’s Christian Association. The 
course will be given at Association 
Headquarters, 600 ‘Lexington Avenue, 
New York City. It will prepare women 
for committee work, for leading girls’ 
clubs and patriotic societies, for speak- 
ing, for clerical work, and will give an 
intimate knowledge of Association work. 
It will include conferences .and lectures, 
field work, and the preparing of themes 
and examinations. 3 

The day courses begin July 9, Sep- 
tember 17, November 5, 1988, and Feb- 
ruary 4, 1919, each term lasting three 
and a half weeks. There is: a morning 
session each week-day except Saturday, 
from ten to one, and a round table con- 
ference on Friday afternoon. The even- 
ing course will begin October 22, 1918, 
provided there are at least twenty-five 
registrations. Sessions are from 7.30 to 


9.30. : 
The fee for the course is ten dollars, 


which includes note-.and_ text-books. 
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Upon satisfactory completion of all the 





required work a certificate is given 
which entitles the graduate to become 
an active or associate worker or teacher 
for the Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. The themes required may be 
written at any time suitable to the stu- 
dent, and examinations may be taken in 
the same way. If any student wishes to 
study in advance, the needed books and 
papers will be sent upon request if the 
registration fee is paid sufficiently in ad- 
vance for such material to reach her 
two weeks before she leaves home. 
Lists of hotels, with rates, will be 
mailed to applicants if requested, and it 
is suggested that hotel reservations be 
made early. 
- Those wishing to take the course 
should register well in advance. Leaf- 
lets and registration blanks will be sent 
upon request. Communications should 
be addressed to the Workers Bureau, 
600 Lexington Avenue, New York City. 


—— 








National 
War Savings Day 
June 28" 


That's the day we sign up. 
That's the day ‘we tell Uncle Sam just how hard we want to win: this 
war. That's the: day. our government hias officially. set for us to. purchase 
War Savings Stamps. 


4 


On June 28th every man, woman and child in the United States will be called 
upon to pledge his or her full quota of War Savings Stamp purchases for 1918. 


You will be expected to pledge the full amount that you can afford—no 
more—but by the same token, no less. 


In every state, county, city, town and village 
tne War Savings Committees are preparing for 
this big patriotic rally of June 28th. Unless 
you have already bought War Savings Stamps 
to the $1,000 limit, get’ busy with paper and 
pencil and figure out the utmost you can do. 


terly. They can’t go below par. You can get 
back every dollar you put into War Savings 
Stamps any time you neéd it. You can turn 
them in at the Post Office any time for their full 
value plus interest. 


Uncle Sam is asking hundreds of thousands 
of men to give their lives to their country. He 
is asking you only to lend your money, ‘ 


Remember this. You take no chances when 
you go the limit on War Savings Stamps. They 
are the best and safest investment in the world. 


rhey pay you 4% interest compounded quar- What are you lending? 


National War Savings Committee, Washington. 
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Where Is Christ Now 
What Is He Doing ? 


By Rev. John M. McInnis, Syracuse 


is only one of the fifteen 
addresses included in 


“LIGHT ON 
PROPHECY” 


Being the full Report of the most 
momentous and most important 
Conference on the Return of 
our Lord, at Philadelphia, 

May 28 to 30, 1918 


Other Notable Addresses Included 
in “Light on Prophecy ” : 
“ Hath God Spoken ?” 


By Dr. Harris H. Gregg, Canada. 


“ What is to Become of the Church?” 
By Dr. Harris H. Gregg. 
“The Doctrine of Our Lord’s Retusn” 
By Dr. Mark A. Matthews. 
“The Answer to the Greatest 
Question Jesus Ever Asked ” 


By Dr, William B. Riley, Minneapolis, 


“What Manner of Persons 


By Dr. William B. Riley. 
“ Did the Cross of Christ 
a ’ 
Fulfill All the Promises ?” 
By W. L, Pettingill, Philadelphia. 
“ God’s Purpose in This Dispensation ” 
By Dr. James M. Gray, Chicago. 


“ Regathering of Israel in Unbelief” 


By Dr. James M. Gray, Chicago. 
“The Capture of Jerusalem ” 


By Rev. A. E. 


” 
“ War on German Theology 
By Dr. Cortland Myers, Boston. 


- see g Events Cast Their Shadows ” 





Thompson, Jerusalem. 





NB ev. P. W. Philpott, Canada. 
ere Be Any Tears 

as Zz en and be 26 
v. P, W. Philpott, Canada. 


a Program ?” 


v. B. B. Sutcliffe. 


is Truth Paralyze 


ay 


”» 
or Energize ? 
By Rev. Herbert Mackenzie, Cleve- 
land. 








SPECIAL OFFER 

** Light on Prophecy,”” 

bound in cloth, $1.00 $ 29 

poctpad .......00.......cc00e 

Christian Herald, = 

year (52 issues, regular 

subscription price $2.00. FOR BOTH 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1621 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: For_the enclosed $2.25, send me, post- 
_. Light on Prophecy,”’ and the Christian Herald 
rone year 
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an, 
“Come and_ see,” 


_rael; for the aroused interest in’ the 





| this day of holy rest in a manner-worthy 


|is the perfection -of man’s well-being. 
| If Christ is my friend what can I lack? 


| of the Son of God; that the Holy Spirit 


For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





July 1 to 7 


Mon.—Acts 16: 13-24. 
The Good Woman and the Fortune Teller. 


Lydia’s heart was opened and the 
damsel’s mind was healed. In this hum- 
ble way Christianity made its way into 
Europe, a secluded spot by a riverside 
being its cradle. Truly “the kingdom 
of God cemeth not with observation.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Lord to look favorably upon all good 
seed sown in our fields; so that the har- 
vest may be sufficient to meet the in- 
creased needs of this and other lands. 


Tues.—Acts 16: 25-34. The Philippian Jailor. 


Paul and Silas were like birds singing 
in a darkened. cage. Souls are too big 
to be imprisoned. It was neither the 
hour nor house of prayer, yet prayer 
was both seasonable and acceptable, and 
had reward in the jailor’s salvation. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
soldiers and sailors; that they may be 
loyal, obedient, and valiant; and that 
they may strive earnestly against the 
enemies of their souls. 


Wed.—John 1 : 35-42. Behold, the Lamb of God. 


Andrew calls Jesus the Messiah; 
Philip, the one predicted of old; Nath- 
anael, the Son of God, the King of Is- 
rael; John as hc saw His calm tender- 
ness speaks of him as the “Lamb.” 


Prayer Succestions: Shall we not | 
think tenderly of the wounded in battle? | 
Pray for those stricken with painful 
wounds; also for our sick and wounded 
enemies. 


Thurs.—John 1: 43-51. 
Seeking and Finding Jesus. 

The seekers were encouraged by | 
Jesus in their quest, as seekers always | 
are. He showed that he knew they were | 
seeking something, and he gives them | 
-they. wanted. | 

is the voice of the | 
whole Gospel. to men. They came, saw, | 
found, and lived. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray the Lord 
to look in compassion on the heathen | 
nations and to hasten the time when all 
shall turn from their idols, images, and | 
superstitions to worship the living God. | 


Fri.—Acts 2: 37-44. Repentance and Baptism. | 


That is wholesome preaching which | 
stirs the conscience .and pricks the | 
heart,—touches the quick, Those who) 
are thus convinced of sin are not slow 
to ask the way to forgiveness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those 
who are privileged to have a protracted 
vacation that the time of rest may be 
of reflection, as well as of enjoyment; 
of considering their ways, and of re- 
newing their covenant with God. 
Sat.—Matt. 25: 14-36. Faithful in Service. 


It is often true that those with the | 
greatest talents are the more negligent, | 
but the temptation is greatest where the: 
gift is small to let it die dormant. The | 
divine law is universal_—the faithful | 
use of gifts possessed leads to their in- 
crease. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give praise for 
all that is being done on behalf of Is- 





opening up of the Holy Land, and pray 
that permanent spiritual good may come 
to Jewry through the change of these 
last days. 
Sun.—John 15: 8-16. The Friends of Jesus. 
A true friendship between man and 
man is the greatest blessing on earth. 
A: friendship between man and Christ 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray to spend 


of it as a memorial of the -resurrection 


may take of the things of Christ and 
reveal them unto us and that many 
hearts may be opened to the truth spoken 
in God’s house. 


New Yorx Crry. 











for Comfort 
This Summer 


Ke 


Whatever the job, the work, the’ 
play, with Keds on your feet it will 
go easier. 

Men wear Keds to the office and in 
the fields; women in Keds go about 


household. duties with gr 
children revel in their soft, - 
“bare-foot”’ appeal. 


Keds have light, fine-grade canvas 
uppers and springy rubber soles that 
add a new joy to walking. 


zest; 
silent 


Town-dwellers and country folk 
alike favor Keds. There are styles to 


suit all fancies and prices to fit every 
purse. 


Put yourself and your family in 
Keds this summer. Any one of 
50,000 dealers can supply you. Ask 
for Keds by name. Look for the 
word ‘‘Keds”’ stamped on the sole. 


National Campfire Champion 
Keds Keds Keds 
$1.50 up $1.25 up $1.00 up 
Sizes for boys and girls cost less. 
United States Rubber Company 
New York 

















